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Florida family relocates so their son can attend CID
Jeff Warren’s eyes widened
as he toured CID in May of
2008. Profoundly deaf children — some half the age and
with greater hearing impairment than his son, Landon —
were listening and talking in
the classrooms and halls.
And, despite the family’s best
efforts to find appropriate
advice and services in their
home town of Orlando, Florida, Landon was unable to
communicate. He would turn
4 in July, and he could say
only one word, “Mom.”
“The doctor told us repeatedly that Landon’s hearing
was fine and that he just had a
language delay,” Jeff said. “No
one ever said this was possible.”
An insurance representative
whose niece had been a student told them about CID,
but they were skeptical. “Before the tour, I started out saying ‘they’re gonna have to be
awfully convincing for us to
move,’” Jeff said. “Then, just
walking in the door, I could
see how much the teachers

care about the children — and
then, after only five minutes
in one classroom, I was convinced. The intensity of how
they taught and the way the
kids responded was crazy!
I walked out the door, called
Monica and said, ‘Guess what?
We’re moving.’”
During Jeff ’s tour, the CID
teachers observed Landon and
told Jeff he was a candidate for
the pre-k program. The Warrens took immediate action,
quitting their jobs as military
contractors. By the beginning
of August, they had moved in
with Monica’s parents in Granite City, Illinois, across the
Mississippi River from St. Louis.
Although Landon is getting
a later start, CID teachers have
seen children in similar situations make progress. “I expect
that it will take time and require intensive work, but right
now I see no reason why
Landon won’t be able to learn
to talk,” CID principal and
pre-k coordinator Lynda
Berkowitz said.

“Until we came to CID, we
didn’t think there was hope,”
Monica said. “We’ve learned
so much since we’ve been here,
and every day we’re more
impressed. After two months,
Landon already knows several
words, and he tries to say them
all. He finally gets that talking
is the way you communicate.”
“I was at CID for two
hours and I saw 43 miracles,”
Jeff said. “Now we dare to
dream that our son could be
one of them.”

Monica and Landon Wa rren
attend ed the CID ice cre a m
social in August after “thro wing everything into boxes”
and moving from Florida.
Historically, CID children
have come from 48 states
and 29 countri es.
This semester’s students
a re from Arkans as, Florida,
Illinois, Kansas , Kentucky,
K o rea, Louisiana, Missouri,
New York, Canada, India,
Romania, Somal ia and
the United Arab Emirates.

New highway sign showcases CID and Old Glory
In October, workers put finishing
touches on a new sign along
Highway 64/40 on the south side
of the CID campus. The highly
visible, 60-foot brick sign is lit up
at night and features a flag pole
and American flag donated by
1937 CID alumnus Col. He r b e rt
Lester (see the article on p. 6).

Robin M. Feder, MS, CFRE
Executive Director
rf e d e r @ c i d . e d u
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The state of deaf education today
Today, auditory-oral educational options are available
for many deaf children, typically near metropolitan are a s
around the U.S. and, incre a singly, in other parts of the
world. More children are getting cochlear implants and
more parents are becoming
informed about their choices
using the internet and other
sources. Parents in countries,
cities and rural areas with
limited resources are now
able to more readily understand the kinds and caliber of
education available elsewhere.
I cannot imagine the frustration of a family unable to
get their child the services he
needs to fulfill his potential.
In the U.S., private oral
schools are more sophisticated than ever and, at the same
time, public schools are being challenged to offer an appropriate education for their
deaf students. Unfortunately,
many public schools don’t
have the necessary deaf e d ucation teachers or re s o u rc e s to
be successful. This year, 45%

of CID primary department
students are children who began in public schools without
receiving services from a deaf
educator and came to us late
after falling behind. All of
these children have hearing
aids and/or cochlear implants,
but these devices alone did
not ensure their success. Many
of our late comers have not
learned to read well and so
struggle academically. Nationally, this has been identified
as a fundamental problem.
At CID, we continue to
excel at our core mission to
help deaf children to learn to
listen, talk, read and succeed
— academically and socially.
We provide this opportunity
for the families who choose
us, no matter where they are
from or what resources they
have. I am always impressed
by the sacrifices families make
so their children can attend.
At CID, we also continue
to study our own and others’
curricula, to learn from our
deaf education colleagues and
those in public and private

In memoriam: CID family
We send condolences to
friends and loved ones mourning the loss of the following
members of the CID family:
James J. Brengle, Sr., 71,
grandfather of CID student
Logan, died in June.
S. Lee Kling died in St.
Louis in July at age 79. Mr.
Kling, a CID board member
f rom 1989–1996, served
in the Carter White House
and as Democratic National
Committee finance director.
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Clara Elsenrath, 97, a
CID teacher’s aide for many
years, died in August in
Fulton, MO.
Harriet Gomberg Barenfeld of Chesterfield, MO, a
1962 graduate of the CID/
Washington University professional education program,
died in September after a
brief illness. She was 68.
Ro b e rt “Bobby” M c Mi chael, 78, CID school class
of 1948, died at his home in
Marion, IL, in September.

general education. Our
exceptional staff continues to
offer what we know and learn
as a re s o u rce for other schools.
We continue to revise our
programs with new methods
from the mainstream so we
can better teach children who
are learning in ways closer
to the ways hearing children
learn.
Working with Washington
University and other local
universities, we continue to
help train audiologists and
educators. We are expanding
our professional outreach to
provide workshops and inservices to others who work
with deaf or hard of hearing
children. This year, we were
invited to a workshop in
Jefferson City co-sponsored
by the the Missouri Department of Elementary and
Seondary Education (DESE)
and the National Association
of State Directors of Special
Education (NASDSE). Conference participants expressed
a strong commitment to improving educational services
for students in the state
of Missouri who are deaf or
hard of hearing. We look
forward to being a key player
in that process.
It is an exciting time to
be involved in deaf education
and to know that, as has been
the case for most of our history, CID continues as a significant force in this field.
As we approach our 95th
anniversary, I want to thank
you for continuing to support our children, our
families and this important
work. — RF

CID board of directors member Laurie Miller,
CID founder Max Goldstein’s great granddaughter,
will chair the 2009 CID Ultimate Picnic. Miller
will work with Laura Lyon, graphics chair, Wendy
Ripes and Patti Jayne, decorations chairs, and a
growing committee to organize the 2009 Ultimate
Picnic: “Set Sail with CID!” The event will be
held on Saturday, May 2 at Neo, a new venue on
Locust Street in St. Louis.

Jayna Altman, Miss Missouri and Miss International 2008, will serve as honorary chair of
the 2009 CID Ultimate Picnic. Altman, who
is severely to profoundly deaf, has traveled more
than 100,000 miles to speak on behalf of disability-related causes and strongly supports all successful options for children who are deaf and hard
of hearing. Altman is pictured above with CID
school children Avani Shandilya, Allie Lane and
Abdigani Yussuf, in a photo taken by Tom Rollins
for the November/December issue of Volta Voices.
Altman is a former AuD student in the Washington University School of Medicine Program in
Audiology and Communication Sciences (PACS).

After a visit by St. Louis
firefighters in a real fire
truck on a Monday in October, pre-k students spent
much of the week in play
and pretend play activities
related to this theme.
These children responded
to an urgent 911 call.
Donna Patton from
the Center of Creative
Arts (COCA) engaged a
primary class with
animated storytelling.

CID teachers get real with symbolic play
For a number of years in the
CID pre-k, teachers have arranged their language instruction around developmentally
appropriate themes that provide a foundation for integrated learning. They use weekly
themes to expose children to
new words and ways to combine words to make sentences,
to pre-academic concepts and
to pragmatic language skills.
In the past, most language
lessons were teacher-directed,
with the focus on vocabulary
and sentence stru c t u res a child
was not yet using. This year,
a shift in thinking has resulted in a more in-depth way of
teaching language based on a
theme. Now the focus is on
the age-appropriate, natural
ways preschoolers tend to
interact and play. Activities
are based on real-life experiences at home or at school.
“It is through play that
preschoolers learn new concepts, new language and new
developmental skills,” Lynda
Berkowitz, CID co-principal
and pre-k coordinator, said.
“For a child to be successful
at play, he or she must understand and use the vocabulary,
language and social skills associated with that play.”
In practice, this means the
teachers still work to assess,
target and meet each child’s
individual speech and language
goals, but they now might replace some more abstract activities such as making school
busses out of candy with reallife or pretend activities.
For example, if the weekly
theme is babies, instead of

manipulating pictures of babies, younger children might
give baby dolls baths, put
them in strollers and high
chairs, walk them and feed
them, just like they see their
parents doing at home. Older
preschoolers’ play might involve more abstraction, such
as playing with dolls in a
doll house. The teachers help
the children build on the language, vocabulary and social
skills that come naturally
from these situations.
Although quite intuitive,
symbolic play themes and
instruction are not random
in the CID pre-k. They are
based on the regular developmental assessment of each
child to discover where he or
she is in terms of play. The
process is similar to how CID
teachers assess and group the
children for teaching according to their speech and language abilities.
“This new strategy also
dovetails with our emphasis
on developing emerging literacy skills,” Berkowitz said.
“Less-structured play around
the theme is combined with
planned dramatic play associated with related children’s
books, always using developmentally appropriate play to
help target language goals.”
Teachers and parent counselors in the CID Joanne
Parrish Knight Family Center
have adopted a similar shift
in strategy by bringing more
real-life experiences to their
work with families and their
children from birth to age 3.
For example, instead of mak-

ing tissue paper art resembling
fruit, a nursery class of 2-yearolds may do what kids really
do with fruit — squeeze it,
cut it and eat it.
Instead of gluing eyes and
mouths and hair on a picture
and talking about it, the children might now practice and
play daily routines like brushing their teeth and washing
their hair while talking about
it. During home visits, the
teachers coach parents on ways
to help their children develop
language around everyday
activities they are truly likely
to do at home.
“Our approach is still
based on language and activities that are cognitively and
developmentally appropriate,”
CID Family Center coordinator Chris Clark said, “but now
we take into account more of
the actual experiences of our
children and their families.”
The result is a more familyfriendly, culturally sensitive
approach that honors the circumstances of parents and
helps encourage them to
actively participate in their
child’s education in real-life
activities at home.
“For example,” Clark said,
“if a child eats peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches for breakfast at home, a play activity
during a visit or in the nursery
class will center around preparing and eating sandwiches
instead of cereal. We are less
concerned with imposing our
personal traditions and most
concerned with supporting
the values of each child and
his family.”

Baer gift brings the arts to CID
InSe p t e m b e r, the Arthur and
Helen Baer Charitable Foundation awarded $13,000 to
CID to support music and art
programs for children 3–12.
Like many schools, CID
uses the theory of multiple
intelligences to shape lessons
that build on students’ individual strengths. Not surprisingly, musical and spatial intelligences are often effective
ways to teach students who
are deaf or hard of hearing.
A music therapist conducts
CID’s weekly music classes,
using instruments to teach
pitch, intonation, rhythm
and pattern imitation to help
the children develop listening
skills. Skills like prediction,
sequencing and patterning
are also precursors to re a d i n g
and writing in preschoolers.
Twice a week, professionals
from COCA teach classes in
fine art, drama, dance, story telling, cooking and magic.
The children learn principles

of design, explore clay and
mosaics and develop visual
ideas that reflect cultural
themes. They connect literature, math and science lessons
to artistic expression and
practice new vo c a b u l a ry as
they explore ideas and images.
Each ye a r, the art classes
help uncover latent talents.
Like fellow alumni from past
years, some students will
g row to become graphic
designers, sculptors, cart o o nists and architects. All experience the opportunity to channel their energies in new ways.
“The Foundation is
pleased to support CID’s art
and music programs as part
of a compre h e n s i ve curriculum supporting the academic
success of children,” said Patrick St a rk, secretary/treasurer.
T h roughout her lifetime,
Helen Baer generously supported CID. We are grateful
that the Foundation continues that tradition.

Lisa Huels visited Tiffany Hamel and other CID
students as part of a United Way Days of Caring
project in October. Huels and five fellow volunteers from Solae spent time with the children
during literature, gym and special activities.
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In August, K.M. Acharya, secre t a ry to the government of India, Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment, and president of Ali Yavar Jung
National Institute for the Hearing Handicapped (AYJNIHH) (white shirt),
formally released a Marathi translation of the GAEL-P for use in India.
He was joined by co-translators Varsha Gathoo, head of deaf education (second from left), and Smita Pais, special educator (far right),

Letter from the family
of a CID graduate

research
assistant
Gitanjali
Wadkar (far
left) and R.
Rangasayee,

Delighted 2008 CID graduate Hannah

and director,

Montana concert with her friend, Anabelle.

of AYJNIHH.

As we sit here on the eve of Hannah starting first grade at her “mainstream” school, we
can’t help but think about the last four years and how hard Hannah has worked at
your wonderful school and how lucky we are to live in a city that offers so much for
children who are deaf and hearing-impaired. Most of all, I find myself thinking about
the hard work and dedication of each and eve ry member of the CID staff. What a
wonderful place. It will be missed by all of us, especially Hannah.
As I think back to that initial ABR test in December 2003, I initially went into
denial. I stayed up hours on end trying to figure the whole thing out, passing blame
to eve rything but what it really was. After the second ABR test, it finally sank in that
our daughter was deaf. I thought, where do we go from here? I am a lover of music
and the idea of my daughter never experiencing music was devastating. Well, thanks to
my wife’s perseve rance, we ended up at the CID Family Ce n t e r. There, in the waiting
room, we had the honor of meeting a young student of CID. His name was Ryan,
he was about 4 or 5 years old, and we had a conversation with him.
About this time I started to re a l i ze we were definitely going to the right school,
with the warmth and genuine caring we felt from the people we met and the pro g ress
we saw in that young man, Ryan. It is not so obvious, living with a child, the pro g ress
that’s made from day to day, but looking back at our family videos and quantifying
the little time it took Hannah to get to many milestones, it is truly amazing the service
you provide. Now, seeing Hannah singing along with her iPod, watching her face as
she hears new and interesting sounds, listening to her go on about how Zac from Hi g h
School Musical is her “boy f r i e n d ,” hearing her carry on conversations with her hearing friends, pausing the TV (which is at normal listening level) and asking her what
the show is about (and her knowing) and, most of all, just being able to hold a simple
c o n versation with her are truly amazing gifts and we are thankful there is a school
like CID. We have made many friends there and will miss them dearl y. The entire
faculty and staff have made our family feel comfortable and confident that she has
re c e i ved the best education possible. — Je r ry Brennan, Florissant, MO, August 2008

CID and MSD teachers find common ground
InSe p t e m b e r, three teachers/
parent counselors from the
CID Joanne Parrish Knight
Family Center traveled to
Missouri School for the Deaf
(MSD) in Fulton to meet with
parent advisors in the Families
First Early In t e rvention Pro gram. MSD funds and coord inates this program, whose purpose is to train and send advisors to areas throughout the
state to work with families and
their children who are deaf
and hard of hearing birth–5.
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professor

Brennan recently attend ed a Hannah

“This meeting was the start
of what we hope will be an
ongoing conversation between
our programs,” CID Family
Center coordinator Chris
Clark said. “We talked about
our curricula, exchanged
re s o u rces and discussed issues
we have in common as well as
how we might work together
in the future.” Topics included
helping parents with grieving,
addressing the needs of children who have additional disabilities and serving families
in difficult-to-reach regions.

“Overall, we we re pleased
to learn that MSD’s Families
First advisors give parents information about all educational options — and that they
respect the choices of parents
and families,” C l a rk said.
“It was re f reshing when
it became clear that we have
so much in common. This
includes simply wanting to
work toward the best possible
outcome for eve ry family
with a child who is deaf or
hard of hearing.”

GAEL-P translation will help
deaf children in India
With the ongoing support
of the Ali Yavar Jung National
Institute for the Hearing
Handicapped in Mumbai,
Varsha Gathoo and Smita
Pais have translated, adapted
and standardized the CID
GAEL-P test kit into their
native language, Marathi.
They are working to provide
translated versions of the
kit to teachers of the deaf in
Maharashtra, an 118,800square-mile region in west
central India that is home
to more than 100 million
Marathi-speaking people.
The GAEL-P is the presentence level version of the
Grammatical Analysis of
Elicited Language series of
tests. The series was created
in the early 1980s to assess
hearing-impaired children’s
ability to produce English
structures in a standardized
setting. It is composed of
toys, games and activities
designed to elicit words and
phrases that constitute a
sampling of age-appropriate
syntactic structures.
Gathoo and Smita
received guidance with the
translation from CID staff,
and from Ann E. Geers,
PhD, the former CID
researcher and clinical director who helped create the
GAEL series with former
CID principals Jean Moog
and Victoria Kozak. The
genesis for the new work
came when Gathoo spent a
year (1991–1992) studying
deaf education in the CID/

Washington University professional education program.
The final adaptation represents three years of work,
including norming the test
on children who are deaf
and hard of hearing from
Marathi-speaking families.
“Today, many deaf children in the U.S. and elsewhere have access to more
sound and speech than ever
before through sophisticated digital hearing aids
and cochlear implants,”
CID executive director
Robin Feder said. “Now,
CID teachers typically find
only specialized uses for the
GAEL-P. More often, we
favor elicited language tests
that have been normed on
hearing children.”
But in many parts of the
world, poverty makes it difficult for children to access
today’s hearing technologies.
The newly translated Marathi GAEL-P is expected to
help Indian educators bring
speech and language to deaf
and hard of hearing children
in an area that composes
about a third of the country.
First published in English
in 1983, the CID GAEL
test series has been sold
across the U.S. and in C a n ada, Australia, Bermuda,
France, Ireland, South Korea, South Africa, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. The GAEL-P has also
been translated into Dutch,
French and Spanish.

Hope for a deaf child

A journey across
the world
by Mariam Ahmed Sawad Salem-Al-Ameri,
Yusuf’s mom
First printed in Kahleej Times, United Arab Emirates
(adapted for length)

OUR FIRST son, Yusuf,
was diagnosed as deaf when he
was 4 months old. We lived
in Dubai, where my husband
worked for an airline. Yussuf
had an ear infection, and was
not making verbal sounds.
Around that time, we listened to a radio program where
a doctor listed ways to determine if a child was hearing-impaired. We followed his instru ctions and banged on a metal
pot behind Yusuf ’s head, and
he did not respond. We turned
the volume of the CD player
all the way up, and he didn’t
even turn his head.
So we went to an ear doctor
who took Yusuf to a hospital
for a test. It came back positive
and we knew our son was deaf.
A hearing aid cost $1,000,
and we were broke. And then it
turned out that the hearing aid
wasn’t really helping Yusuf. We
searched within the country,
but could not find any kind of
treatment. The government
provides deaf children a 30minute session of speech therapy once a month, but this i s
too little to make a difference.
So we traveled to my husband’s native country, India,
looking for hope, but found
nothing that would provide a
better future for our son. In
both countries, it seems, most
parents resign themselves to
their fate and to a life of sign
language for deaf children.
The children usually grow up
and go into a manual occupation or theatre for the deaf, but
o t h e rwise we discove red no formal education that would help
our child develop talents so he
might communicate and contribute to society in other ways.

Eve ry ye a r, this problem
affects tens of thousands of
families whose children have
a hearing impairment. This
knowledge made us feel desperate, but we just kept looking
for a door to open for our son.
We searched the internet
and learned that in America it
is possible to teach deaf children to talk. We enrolled in a
correspondence course and a
workshop at the John Tracy
Clinic in Los Angeles to discover how we could help Yusuf
begin to learn to talk at home.
At John Tracy, we learned
about St. Louis and arranged
to visit the schools there.
At CID, we met Chris
Clark, the coordinator of the
Family Center. She start e d
helping us immediately, connecting us with those in charge
of accommodation and a state
agency that could financially
support Yusuf’s education and
audiological needs.
We learned that CID has
an affiliation with Washington
University and upgrades its
programs all the time. We were
treated with respect, no differently than any other parents
there. So CID was the place for
our family. Right away, we fell
in love with the way the teachers brought joy to the children
and made them love to come
to class. At age 2, Yusuf was no
exception. Finally, there was
someone in the world to listen
to him.
CID worked with Yusuf
in small groups in the nursery
classes and sent a speech therapist to our home every week to
help us learn how to help our
son. We also began attending
parent meetings, and the coun-

selors helped us stay strong.
In this journey with our son,
we had to make sacrifices,
but at CID we found a c o mmunity and good friends.
Yusuf was a hyperactive
child who had problems with
his balance. We were worried,
but the CID teachers told us
e ve rything would be okay.
They used techniques in occupational therapy and began
to give him small responsibilities. He made a lot of progress in the first few months.
After only a year, Yusuf
became a well-behaved little
b oy with good manners and
g rowing confidence. He can
jump and swim and run. He
can say his name and put
t o g e ther sentences like “Are
we go to the zoo to see
monkey?” and “Papa, you so
have muscles!” He also says
“Thank you,” which is what
I want to say to the teachers
at CID. Their patience and
h a rd work is an inspiration,
and they welcome eve ryone.
I recently gave birth to our
third child, Luqman, and we
recently found out that he
too is hearing-impaired. We
are sad, of course, and ye s ,
we feel we a ry, but we do not
feel desperate, since we are
f o rtunate to be in the right
place at the right time and
we know we can give him the
ve ry best help in the world.
We hope more parents will
come across the world to see
how other cultures take care
of their deaf kids. Eve ry day,
my heart is full of gratitude
for the work that CID does.
And eve ry day, Yusuf wakes
up at 7 a.m., excited and
ready to go to school.

CID
offers new
tool for
preschool
Many of today’s preschoolers
who are deaf and hard of
hearing benefit from state of
the art hearing technologies
that enable them to perceive
more of the sounds around
them than ever before – most
notably, soft speech. While
continuing to focus on targeted, assessment-based speech
and language goals, CID pre-k
teachers can now expand
their goals when preparing
these children for school with
their hearing peers.
In cases where children
have better access to sound,
some intensely structured
language instruction can be

replaced with more natural
language opportunities that
replicate situations likely to
occur in typical preschools.
This enables teachers to
attend not only to language
development, but to normal childhood development
based on milestones expected of all preschoolers.
CID teachers created the
CID Preschool Developmental Checklists to help
educators assess and target
literacy, cognitive, fine motor, social and gross motor
skills in 3-, 4- and 5-yearolds. It is now available at
www.cidedu.com.

C I D

Tracy Kodner, development
assistant tkodner@cid.edu 314.977.0220

Address change/addition.

Robin Feder, MS, CFRE, executive
director rfeder@cid.edu 314.977.0223
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Joanne Parrish Knight Family Center.
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314.977.0243
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C o u rtesy of alumnus Herbert

Alumni spotlight

Lester, CID’s new Ameri can flag
holds extra special meani ng for
students Bailey Skultety and
Cristin Kohl. Each has a parent
in active U.S. military service.

H e r b e rt Lester
in an early-1930s
photo with his
mother, Frances

In August, CID
alumni Charlie
Weir (1991),
Tadd Simmons
(1982), Paul
Meyer (1977),
Chris Mueller
(1990), Jessica Nieva Whitehead (1985), Jared
Gratzer (1989) and Jason Ro b e rts (1994) joined
friends at the Summer Bash in Shaw Pa rk in
St. Louis. The group traded stories, played frisbee
and washers, and enjoyed hotdogs, hamburgers
and Ted Drewes ice cream.

CID alum Jeff Tucker (1987) sent CID school
children pictures from his travels with “Flat Stephanie” last summer. Tucker is a St. Louis attorney
and a member of the Corporate Outreach Committee (COC). He is among about a dozen COC
members, board members and donors who continue to share the world with our children through
the Flat Friends and Book Buddies projects.
SIGN UP NOW TO RECEIVE THE
CID E-NEWSLETTER,
C I D VOICE.
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Col. Herbert Lester: an American original
In October of 1922, Herbert
W. Lester was born deaf in
Bogalusa, Louisiana. When
he was about 2 years old, his
parents began to suspect as
much. In 1926, they enrolled
him in the CID school, where
he spent 11 years learning to
talk under the direction of
founder Max Goldstein, MD.
His mother, Frances Lester,
moved to St. Louis with him,
and later became a teacher of
the deaf and an annex supervisor at CID. She was also
considered a technical advisor
to Julia Connery, CID’s first
principal.
Lester remembers his close
and lasting friendships with
Robert and Roger Skinner,
the twin sons of one of his
teachers. Every day after class,
they freely roamed St. Louis
on their bicycles, exploring
Forest Park and traveling to
local theaters to watch Roy
Rogers, Charlie Chaplin, Mae
West and Tom Mix movies.
In 1937, Lester graduated
from CID and entered eighth
grade in a public school in
Dayton, Ohio. He attended
Mars Hill College near Asheville, North Carolina, then
Clemson A&M in South
Carolina, where for three
semesters he was a U.S.
Army ROTC staff sergeant
and a top rifle marksman.
In 1943, Lester’s dream
of taking flight was not an
easy one for a deaf man to
achieve. He applied at three
separate military recruiting
centers for aerial map reading

positions. Recruiters for the
Army Air Corps and Army
Air Force rejected his application, the first crushing it into
a ball for a 2-point toss into
a wastebasket. Fortunately,
the third recruiter, from the
U.S. Air Force, suggested
Lester join the local Civil
Air Patrol squadron.
After less than 28 practice
hours flying solo, the Civil
Aeronautical Administration
issued him a private pilot’s
license with the words:
“Bilateral deafness – oralist.”
His deafness kept him out
of the regular military, but it
did not keep him from serving his country as a member
of the Civil Air Patrol.
Lester flew accident-free
for 53 years on squadrons in
several states. He flew information-gathering missions
and emergency “blood ru n s , ”
rushing large plastic bags of
blood into towns so highway
patrolmen could pick them
up and deliver them to local
hospitals.
Perhaps his most exciting
moment came at McConnell
Air Force Base in Kansas
when he commanded seven
cadets on a KC-135 Tanker
mission to refuel three F-16s
45,000 feet over St. Louis.
Lester’s love for aviation
influenced his education and
career. In 1947, he graduated from the Rhode Island
School of Design with a
bachelor’s degree in mechanical and aeronautic engineer-

Col. Herbert Lester
in 1947

ing. He joined General
Dynamics in Ft. Worth,
Texas, and worked at various
aerospace companies before
retiring from Boeing
Corporation in Wichita,
Kansas, in 1989.
In 1998, Lester retired
from the Civil Air Patrol
with the rank of Colonel
and three outstanding officer
awards. He said he enjoyed
the “payless adventure”
and felt great pride wearing
a U.S. Air Force uniform.
Several years ago, Lester
also showed his patriotism
in the form of a gift to CID
to erect a flagpole and fly the
American flag on the new
campus. This dream was a
long time in the works, but
came true in September
when Old Glory was raised
over CID for the first time
since the school moved from
the building at 818 South
Euclid Avenue.
We are grateful that
Col. Lester’s dream became a
reality in time for Veteran’s
Day.

In October, 55 guests gathered to celebrate the extraordinary lifetime
commitment of Marcia Tash to CID. Tash, who earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in the CID/Washington University professional education
program in 1961 and 1970, respectively, recently retired after 47 years
of teaching at CID. Among guests at her party were some of the alumni
she had taught. From left to right in the photo are: A. Hardy Roberts
(1968), David Reekers (1989), Rob Hatterick (1970), Scott Reekers (1986)
(back row), and Trudy Miller (1962), Karen Zahnweh (1969), Noel Hawes
Mangano (1974), Tash and Susan Reekers (1963) (front row).
Tash, a speech specialist and a mentor to many students and fellow
staff members, has agreed to stay at CID in a consulting role. She said
her new goal is 50 years of service!

CID Tribute Gifts

6/16/08–10/31/08

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

Elaine M. Addis
Ms. Elaine M. Addis

Frances Arenberg
Ms. Elaine M. Addis
Ms. Teresita R. Glindro

Ted Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce B. Adaire
Doris Blanchard
Ms. Lois W. Scott

Frances & Milton Arenberg
Mr. John Arenberg
Mr. Steven M. Arenberg

Robin & Gary Feder
Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Reby

Vinnie Biedenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas L. Varble

Michael Freund
Ms. Elaine Levinsohn

James J. Brengle, Sr.
Amber Court Apartments
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Bampton
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Bathe
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Booker
Buckman Enterprises
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Cotner
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Ficken
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Ivie
Ms. Debra Kovac
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Lanham
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Laramie
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Peirick
Ms. Jan Probst
Mr. & Mrs. Art Pusateri
Mr. & Mrs. David Skinner
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Valvero

Ms. Teresita R. Glindro
Ms. Elaine M. Addis
Bud Goldberg
Anonymous
Louis Horrell
Mr. Robert Merlin
Samuel Jasiewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Edward F. Jasiewicz
Noel & Jim Mangano
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey R. Wasserman
Nora Pa rtney & Prentice E. Ro d g e r s
CID Primary Department
Larry Raskin
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Feder
William Bixby Sheldon
Mr. & Mrs. Will Bixby
Mr. Jack Skilling
Kathy Sheldon
& William Bixby Sheldon
Ms. Patricia Hoopes
Marcia Tash
Ms. Lee Brandon
Mr. & Mrs. F. Lee Hawes
Mr. & Mrs. George Heymann
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Lebman
Mrs. Trudy Miller
Mrs. Karen Zahnweh

Vivian Briney
Mrs. Robin Feder
Dr. Donald Eldredge
Mrs. Joan B. Goodson
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin
B. Meissner, Jr.

Theresa Killian
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Brunaugh
Ms. Jenny Cough
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Gray
Ms. Jackie Lakin
Ms. Betty Rea
Ms. Sheila Roider
Bruce Lammers
Mr. Donald C. Anselm
Mr. Thomas E. Gaido
Dr. Helen S. Lane
Mr. Dennis C. Abel
Gil Lorenz
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Kodner
Alan Love
Mrs. Rae Calvert
Mrs. Sonya Rudy
Mr. Harry Pepper
Ms. Cathy Silverman
Sally A. Mahan
Mrs. Ellen Roberts
Kelly Moorhouse
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas
L. Varble
Richard Muraoka
CID Professional Staff
Organization
Hyman Palans
Mr. Jeffrey Tucker
Eleanore Raedeke
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kodner

Goldie Friedman
Mr. & Mrs. David Aronson
Mrs. Evelyn B. Goldberg
Ms. Miriam Wilhelm
& Mr. Eric Friedman

Jim Scheer
The Varble Family

Laura Jean Johnson
Mrs. Georgia Lee Hocker

Edward Silverman
Mrs. Ellen Roberts

In October,
86-year-old Irene
Claxton, a CID
student in the
1940s, traveled
from her home
in Georgia to
visit the school.

Florence Silver
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Nickels

Dr. Richard S. Silverman
Mr. Dennis C. Abel
Robert Smasal
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Kodner
& Family
E.A. Stoverock
Mr. Robert D. Stoverock
Betty Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Bentrup
Mr. Charles Graf
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Grone, IV
Ms. Nelli Koerper
Mr. & Mrs. Paul D. Stevens
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Winston

Every family has its traditions, especially during
the holiday season. These traditions, sometimes
reinvented with each new generation, strengthen
and unify families and help build caring communities. One tradition, charitable giving, has
always been a part of American life. Ninety percent of Americans age 40 and older report making a contribution to at least one charity in the
past year or so. Now, during this holiday season,
you can add a new dimension to your generosity. Consider making your charitable gift to CID
in memory of or tribute to a loved one.

A smart investment in CID
There’s good news for individuals aged 701/2 or older
with individual retirement
accounts. Thanks to the extended charitable IRA legislation, this year you can
once again make outright
gifts using IRA funds without tax complications. Don’t
miss this second-chance opportunity to make tax-free
gifts from your IRA!
If you are required to
receive minimum distributions from your IRA and
you don’t need the money
for personal use, consider
turning those funds into a

charitable gift to CID.
While you cannot claim a
charitable deduction for the
IRA gifts, you will not pay
income tax on the amount.
Another good way to
make the most of your
investment could be a gift
of stock. As stocks increase
in value, so do capital gains
taxes! Ask your tax advisor
if a gift of stock or a qualified IRA distribution could
be a good way for you to
support CID.
Find additional planned
giving options on our web
site, www.cid.edu.

S AV E T H E D AT E S

Saturday, February 7, 2009
COC Trivia Night at CID
Saturday, May 2, 2009
CID Ultimate Picnic at Neo
Contact Christy Maxfield, CFRE, CID director
of development, 314.977.0225 cmaxfield@cid.edu
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Snapshots
Isaiah Hawthorne and LaVonda Howard were
among students and family who attended
CID’s back to school ice cream social in August.
In October, 2002 graduate Nikki Koniak performed at CID with the Doorei Korean drumming troop, then spent time with Kennedy
B e rg h o ff and other students.
Caleb Bowen’s recent playful entangl ements
included a pretend October wedding with
fellow student Allie Lane and a close encounter
with a python during summer school.
Long lines did not keep CID p r i m a ry students
f rom voting in a mock election on November 4.
Their winner: p resident-elect Barack Obama.

