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Joanne Parrish Knight endows family center leadership position
Joanne Parrish Knight has established a major CID fund to endow
the director position for the Joanne
Parrish Knight Family Center.

even made a model of the center being built on the new CID campus.
“The gift really touched my heart,”
Knight said. “It meant so much for
me to be associated with the fantastic successes of my babies.”

Introduced to CID by the late L.
Keever Stringham, Knight joined
the board in 1984. Stringham was Why establish a new fund now?
a family friend and an Emerson
“It’s wonderful to leave a legacy to
executive serving as CID president. continue the work of a great orga“When CID director Don Calvert nization, and I wanted to do someshowed me around the school, I
thing while I’m here,” Knight said.
was smitten,” Knight said. “I decid- “I like to see things get done,” she
ed I just had to become involved.” continued. “It just made sense to put
In 1987, she established the CID
Rookie Teacher of the Year scholarship fund to honor her daughter,
Anne Knight Davidson, in her first
year of teaching. Davidson had
graduated with a master’s degree
in deaf education from the CID/
Washington University program.
Over the years, Knight worked
on several CID board committees,
most notably chairing a very active
scholarship committee. Responsibilities like reviewing family cases
brought her close to the children
and their needs. She became a
life member of the board in 2011.
In 2000, Knight’s husband, the
late Charles F. Knight, surprised her
by naming the CID family center
after her. He arranged major gifts
from his family and Emerson – and

the family center in good hands.”

“This endowment is an enormous
boost,” CID executive director
Robin Feder said. “It will enable
the family center to continue with
excellent leadership in perpetuity.”
Joanne Parrish Knight Family
Center early intervention professionals serve families of children
with hearing loss from birth to
age 3. By combining coaching and
demonstration, they show caregivers how to begin to help their
children develop listening and
spoken language. Most of the work
takes place in the families’ homes –
the most natural learning environment for the child. Staff also help
families obtain early intervention
services and expert diagnoses and
hearing device fitting.

By the mid-1950s, specialists called
audiologists were diagnosing toddlers with
hearing loss caused by the first worldwide
outbreak of rubella. In 1958, CID teacher
Audrey Simmons-Martin, PhD began the first
program for families of children with hearing
loss under age 3. Several years later, she
opened a home-like demonstration center
for parents. The program evolved into the
Joanne Parrish Knight Family Center, lovingly
named in 2000 as part of the new campus
at 825 S. Taylor Avenue.
Birth to 3 services include home coaching
sessions for families, a parent networking and
support program, teleintervention sessions
for families who live outside of CID’s driving
range and a toddler class for children
starting at 18 months of age.

The deadline to reserve a Trivia Night table is January 13, 2020.
Visit cid.edu or contact Lesley Heine at lheine@cid.edu or 314.977.0226.

Director’s message
ROBIN FEDER, MS, CFRE

Dress as your favorite destination.

Executive Director rfeder@cid.edu

Stepping up to meet our challenges
For the past 10 consecutive years,
Charity Navigator has awarded
CID its highest 4-star ranking.
This year, CID earned the highest
rating at Guidestar, reaching the
Platinum level. With an average
review of 5 stars, CID also recently
became a Top-Rated Nonprofit at
Greatnonprofits.org.

marketing. We leveraged our
talents to update our curricula and
made demonstrable improvements
by measuring the effects of new
family center and classroom initiatives on outcomes.

The efficient use and management of data continue to present
challenges unique to CID as well
This level of support and trust from as to our field. With the help of a
nationally respected organizations significant leadership contribution
from Karen and Terry Leebolt,
would be impossible without the
I’m proud to report we’re on our
strategic planning and followthrough of CID’s dedicated board way to designing comprehensive
of directors and staff. Recent online data solutions for audiology
and school assessments as well as
reviews from parents, alumni and
others show some of the profound, professional development.
positive changes in lives brought
The experience we’ve gained
about by our multidisciplinary
together through continuous
professional team. Of course, all of improvement planning heightens
it starts with our generous donors. the level of sophistication we
Thank you for having faith in our now bring to a new set of goals.
mission and enabling us to continue In October, the board approved
our 2019–2022 strategic plan.
the strong tradition of excellence
The goals are to use technology
begun over 105 years ago.
and data to inform programs and
In 2011, CID implemented a
influence the field; to maintain
continuous improvement system
for planning and executing mean- strong programs and robust
ingful administrative and program enrollment; to further grow the
changes. Together, we have measur- Emerson Center for Professional
Development, and to expand
ably strengthened areas we identiour fundraising work.
fied as opportunities for improvement, including communication
and engagement with families and
staff and professional development

I’m excited to begin the next leg
of CID’s journey with your support. Thank you. – Robin Feder

Congratulations to Robin Feder and her 2019 Class of Business Management for Nonprofit Leaders. They recently earned certificates offered
by the Olin Business School of Washington University in St. Louis in
partnership with the George
Warren Brown School of
Social Work, Social Venture
Partners of St. Louis (program of the Regional Business Council), United Way of
Greater St. Louis and Citi.
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Thank you to the CID Young Professionals for hosting our
annual Trivia Night, an evening out to benefit the school
children and their families. Last year we raised over $21,000.

Thank you to our 2020 Trivia Night
Presenting Sponsors:

Additional event Sponsorship opportunities are available
and affordable. Call Melany Nitzsche at 314.977.0163.

CID YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 9/1/2018–8/31/2019
Mr. Ben P. Arenberg
Mrs. Meara C. Lindley
Ms. Mariquita L. Barbieri
Ms. Lauren W. Mangano
Mrs. Abby L. Blackstock
Mrs. Ellen M. Mohler
Mr. Mark S. Cochran
Ms. Stephanie Mueller
Mrs. Ellen M. Eckert
Mr. Tony F. Nozewski
Mrs. Katie M. Feuerbacher
Mr. Eric J. O’Neill
Ms. Lauren E. Freeman
Mr. David C. Rath
Mr. Christopher W. Goble
Mr. Dan E. Rice
Dr. Thomas P. Horejes, IV
Ms. Megan Roedner
Mr. Nolan B. Johnson
Ms. Annie Soete
Mrs. Katie S. Kirk
Ms. Katy R. Sosna
Ms. Laura Kleffner
Mr. Samir A. Tayob
Mrs. Michelle A. Kositzske
Mr. Jeffrey R. Tucker
Mrs. Keagan Kristoff
Mr. Ryan T. Voszler
Mrs. Meghan M. Lamping
Mrs. Jennifer E. Voszler
Ms. Maddie H. Lapp
Ms. Bethany A. White
Mrs. Mallory Zoia
We look forward to welcoming you to

CID OUT LOUD!
SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2020
THE RITZ-CARLTON, ST. LOUIS
Please join us for an evening to celebrate our generous
St. Louis community and the children and families we serve.

Get your company in front of a fantastic crowd!
Contact Melany Nitzsche at 314.977.0163 to explore
a Sponsorship opportunity during CID OUT LOUD! 2020.

Watch the United Way video featuring Keegan
and his family at tinyurl.com/Keeganstory.

“I tell him I love him a million
times a day – just because he
can hear me.” — Mitzi Rankin

Playing, listening and learning with Keegan
Three-year-old Keegan Rankin
was transfixed, shoveling rocks into
his pail in his backyard. Suddenly
interrupted, he looked up at the
sky and pointed to a passing plane.
Watching from the porch, his
mom, Mitzi, smiled.
When the plane was out of sight,
Keegan went back to playing,
but Mitzi lingered in the moment.
It may seem like a simple thing, but
it’s something she never thought
she’d see her son do.
At just a few hours old, Keegan did
not pass his hearing test. A couple
of weeks later, he did not pass a
follow-up test, then another. Soon,
he was diagnosed as profoundly
deaf in both ears.

by Emily Becherer

With encouragement
from his dad, Levi, Keegan
delivered an honorary
first pitch at a St. Louis
Cardinals game in
September.
Watch a short and
especially sweet video at
tiny.cc/Keeganpitch.

would he catch up on all the language he’d missed? Would they ever
hear him speak?
Weeks later, they were relieved to
learn that the implants were helping Keegan hear. A parent educator
from the CID Joanne Parrish Knight
Family Center visited to teach them
what to expect and how to help
him begin to listen and talk with
his devices at home.
“I felt lost,” Mitzi recalled. “As a
Keegan began experimenting with
mom, you just want to protect
sounds — slamming cabinet doors
them... and that was something
and using his voice. “Anything that
I couldn’t do.”
When Keegan turned 1, he under- made noise, he wanted to investigate,” Mitzi said. “It was a joy to
went cochlear implant surgery.
show him what he’d been missing.”
As Mitzi and her husband, Levi,
waited out the 10-hour procedure, At age 2, Keegan joined the CID
toddler class. CID teaches children
new worries arose: What did the
who are deaf and hard of hearing to
future hold for their son? How

listen, talk, read and succeed by integrating language-rich educational
techniques into every program.

“Karen and I wanted to provide a
gift to allow CID to continue to
expand their capabilities with a specific focus,” Terry said. “We decided
to help them develop a database
solution to enable the effective
analysis of a massive amount of data
accumulated over many years.”
The Leebolts’ generous gift launches
Phase II of a project kick-started
last year by the Berges Family Foundation. Objectives involve tracking
the effects of CID’s multidisciplinary
services on student listening and
spoken language skills. The funds
will also support a customer rela-

We are extremely grateful for
the significant educational funding
our school has received from the
community through the United Way
for more than 97 years. Together, we
continue to help children live their
best possible lives. Thank you!

When Keegan turned 3, he joined
the CID Anabeth and John Weil
While a child who is deaf may get
Early Childhood Center. His teachers
lost in the shuffle of a large, tradisay he is well on his way to attendtional classroom, CID’s small class
ing a school in his own town with
sizes ensure each student receives
individual attention. Teachers trained children who can hear.
“He’s made huge leaps and bounds,”
in deaf education, audiology and
Mitzi said. “He communicates his
speech-language development use
feelings. He tells me what’s wrong
play-based lessons to teach listenand when he’s mad. He can talk back
ing and spoken language, reading,
and verbalize what he needs to versocial skills and more.
balize. He’s learning more every day.”
“CID has been my lifeline,” Mitzi
said. “It’s not just drilling him with “It’s important for Keegan to know
he can do things every other little
words and making sure they sound
a certain way. They let Keegan learn kid can do. ... All those things I take
at his pace. He’s able to understand for granted he can do now, thanks
to what he’s learning at CID.”
what the words mean while he’s
playing with the other kids.”

Leebolts contribute $150,000 to further CID data project
Karen and Terry Leebolt first became aware of CID in 2011, when
their daughter, Tracy, enrolled their
18-month-old granddaughter,
Celia, in the Joanne Parrish Knight
Family Center. Karen joined the
board of directors in 2014 and,
after Celia graduated from the
CID school in 2015, her family
remained involved in some very
important ways. Most recently, we
are grateful for their contribution
of $150,000 for projects essential
to CID’s strategic plan goal to use
technology and data to inform
outcomes and influence the field.

In 1922, CID was a founding member
of the United Way of Greater St. Louis.

Edited for length; printed with permission

“The individualized
attention each child gets at
CID is truly amazing.”
— Karen Leebolt

and continues to excel academically.
She also loves acting and singing and
could not participate without the excellent education she received at CID.
“The ability to examine methods and
results from children who have specitionship management tool for profic characteristics such as Celia’s will
fessional curricula and services.
enable CID to further customize
“Celia has unilateral deafness,” Karen intervention. As a result, the children
said. “After graduating from CID,
will receive even more specialized
she enrolled in kindergarten at age 5 care to meet their needs!”
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KAREN AND TERRY LEEBOLT

Watch the video at
https://tinyurl.com/macksvoice.

1914 SOCIETY

Finding Mack’s Voice

giveaa share
inspire
Become
Founding
Member
Become
Founding
Member
Become
a Founding
Member

Emmy-nominated educational
short features a CID family

Become a Founding Member

Last year, generous donors of $1,000
and more to CID’s annual Sponsors
program contributed 92% of all individual giving to CID. In October, the
CID board of directors re-branded
the program and formally launched
the CID 1914 Society, inviting interested individuals to become Founding
Members by contributing $1,914* or
more by August 31, 2020 to commemorate the year CID was founded.
“Year after year, our most generous
donors are the backbone of CID,”
executive director Robin Feder said.
“We are profoundly grateful for the
enormous opportunities they provide
for the children and their families.”
“One goal of asking donors to increase their annual gifts at this time is
to proactively ensure CID’s ability to
weather fluctuations in other funding
sources beyond our control,” individual giving director Ann Holmes
said. For more information, please
contact her at aholmes@cid.edu or
314.977.0159.
*Excludes event and campaign gifts.

Finding Mack’s Voice, a five-minute video about 2017 CID graduate Mackin Neville and his
family, was recently nominated
for a Mid-America Emmy Award.
First shown at the CID OUT
LOUD! gala, the video follows
Mack and his twin brother, Rhett,
after leaving CID to attend their
neighborhood school.

ing peer. During his five years
at CID, he learned to listen,
talk and read so he could work
and play alongside children in a
general education classroom.
Interviews with the boys’ parents
as well as their teachers, classmates and principal at St. Teresa
School punctuate scenes of Mack
interacting and thriving at home,
in class, on the playground and
at the lunch table at school.

After two years of CID family
center services, including attending the toddler class, Mack Congratulations to Mike Martin
enrolled in the early childhood
Media for their amazing, Emmycenter with his brother as a hear- nominated video.

CID co-hosts St. Louis screening of Moonlight Sonata
“The trips Moonlight
Sonata takes sonically,
in and out of the hearing
world, are poignant.”
– Wall Street Journal

In November, approximately 230
people attended CID co-hosted
St. Louis screenings of the documentary, Moonlight Sonata:

Deafness in Three Movements,
directed by Irene Taylor Brodsky.
The HBO film follows two generations of her family: her parents –
CID alumni Sally and Paul Taylor
– and her son, Jonas.
Moonlight Sonata is a deeply
personal memoir about a deaf boy
growing up, his deaf grandfather
growing old and Ludwig van
Beethoven during the year he
wrote his iconic sonata.

We remember and mourn the loss of CID family members
Carolyn McCluney of Vero Beach,
Florida, died in September at age
100. Mrs. McCluney’s late husband,
Henry, was a member of the CID
board of directors from 1959 to
1990. They were CID Sponsors for
many years.
s Betty J. (Morgan) Niswonger
wife of the late Claude Niswonger
(d. 2017), passed away in September in St. Louis at age 91. Betty and
Claude were CID students in the
1940s. Eventually, they became the
great-grandparents of another CID
school alumna, Ellie Lomax (2015).

Honored: The Mike Martin Media team
attended the 43rd National Academy
of Television Arts and Sciences MidAmerica Emmy Awards in Branson.

1947 CID school alumna Margaret
Moran of Toorak, a suburb of
Melbourne, Australia, died in September. She was 79.

Director Brodsky and her mom,
Sally Taylor, fielded questions from
the audience at a St. Louis screening
co-hosted by Cochlear Americas and
CID. HBO will air the film in December.

4/1/2019–9/30/2019

s Stanley Kwiecinski, age 87,

of Gurnee, Illinois, passed away in
June. He was the father of CID/
Washington University graduate
school alumnus Bruce Kwiecinski
Marvin Maynor, age 90, from
Shady Spring, West Virginia, passed (1983) and CID school alumnus
Kevin Kwiecinski (1978).
away in July. Mr. Maynor was the
father of CID school graduate
Ann Key passed away in May at
Cindee Arnold (1969).
age 95 in St. Louis. Mrs. Key was

E. Milo Pritchett, PhD, former
head of special education at
Northern Illinois University, died
in April in Sacramento, California.
He was 95. Dr. Pritchett began
his career with an undergraduate
degree in deaf education at CID/
Washington University (1949).

Robert Miller, age 85, the father of
s Nina “Vicky” Sisk, age 71, of
a former adult audiology patient at CID school alumna Marzie Miller
Hopkinsville, Kentucky, died in
Washington University who appre- (1968), passed away in April.
July. She was a CID/Washington
ciated CID’s work helping childCharles “Bob” Brenton, age 88,
University graduate school alumna ren with hearing loss learn listening, died in April. Mr. Brenton was
(1969) and the stepmother of
speech and language skills. She was the father of former CID board
school graduate Crystal Sisk (1977). a longtime Sponsor and was the
member and CID/Washington
sister of CID pediatric audiology University graduate program
4 s We are grateful to those families who requested memorial donations be made to CID.
clinic namesake Martha E. Jones. alumna Mary Howe (1987).

Teamwork launches CID campers to new heights by Kelly Wood
It’s often said that the sky is the
limit for CID students and alumni,
but even that barrier was broken
this summer. Students in CID’s extended school year camp program
joined with alumni participating
in the STEM enrichment camp for
two incredible days of discovery.
They completed the Challenger
Learning Center’s Junior Astronaut
Program, culminating in a simulated mission to the moon.
Thanks to a generous grant from
the Challenger Learning Center,
campers received mission training
both at CID and at their Ferguson, Missouri campus. Staff from
the center visited to educate the
students about the phases of the
moon and what it’s like to live
in space. Laughter rang through
the halls as everyone discovered
just how difficult it is to perform
simple tasks while wearing astronaut gloves — the first indication
that success in space would require
working together.

the teams assembled their rockets
and gathered outside to test them.
Using compressed air, the rockets
were launched several hundred
feet across the parking lot as the
campers cheered and boasted
about their successes.
The biggest challenge of the day
was by far the space mission. The
objective: Deploy the lunar rover
on the surface of the moon. The
air was charged with excitement as
wide-eyed students sat through a
simulated launch, traveled through
an air-lock and entered a cavernous shuttle control room.

CID students learned astronaut
skills, then worked as a team on
a simulated mission to the moon.

to help the campers figure out what
to do next, but quickly realized
it was unnecessary. The oldest
students sprang immediately into
action. They reorganized the others
into new teams to help repair the
damage to the ship, restore the
electricity and get the shuttle back
on course. Shouting encouragement across the shuttle to their
peers, they stayed calm under pressure and emerged as natural leaders.
From the oldest teen down to the
youngest kindergartener, all 30
campers worked to get the mission
on track, wielding tools ranging
from a calculator to a hammer. A
few tense minutes later, a collective
cheer arose as the lights came back
on and the alarms stopped ringing.
Crisis averted, the students returned
to their assigned tasks.

Everyone was assigned a role
critical to success. The oldest
took the lead as navigators while
others found roles such as robotics
officers, medical technicians and
botanists. An all-female group of
engineers assembled and successfully wired the moon rover on the
first try while a pair of kindergarteners worked to discover which
The rest of the mission went
moon rocks were magnetic.
seamlessly. The junior astronauts
The next day, we traveled to the
successfully landed on the moon,
Everything went smoothly until
Challenger Learning Center for
deployed the rover and returned
the astronauts happened upon a
two thrilling programs. In Rocket surprise meteor shower. There
home. The bus ride back to CID
Engineering, every older student
was filled with lively conversawere a few moments of chaos as
worked with a younger student to the electricity dimmed and the
tion and reenactments of the day’s
design a paper rocket. After careship sustained damage and spun events, cementing the experience
fully selecting fins and a nose cone, off course. Center staff stepped in as the favorite field trip of the summer. The hands-on learning activities were fantastic, but the lessons
learned about working together
were absolutely invaluable.
During CID workshop week in October, 59 teachers and speech-language
therapists from 11 U.S. states and
Saudi Arabia attended three days of
staff presentations, hands-on learning,
classroom observation and networking
opportunities. The topics were speechlanguage development in children with
hearing loss and CID’s widely used
SPICE auditory training curricula.

2018–2019
CID FAMILY CENTER
AND SCHOOL

children
199 total
served

123 <age 3
76 age 3+
AVERAGE ANNUAL COST PER STUDENT

$10,000
$57,000

<age 3
age 3–12

42 St. Louis City
90 Missouri counties (16)
67 Illinois counties (13)
income
36% household
less than $30,000
of 87% reporting

100%

received scholarship
assistance

Thank you for your
support!
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Join us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter!

Tribute gifts 5/1/2019–9/30/2019
IN HONOR OF
Frank Childress
LISA
DAVIDSON,
PhD

Congratulations to CID audiology
outcomes director Lisa Davidson,
PhD, invited to be one of the keynote speakers at the A.G. Bell Global
Listening and Spoken Language
Symposium in Baltimore in July.
Dr. Davidson will discuss her team’s
National Institutes of Health (NIH)
funded research, including the most
recently published study, “Effects
of Early Acoustic Hearing and
Speech Perception and Language
for Pediatric Cochlear Implant
Recipients.” The article, co-authored
by Davidson, Rosalie Uchanski,
PhD and Jill Firszt, PhD of
Washington University School of
Medicine and Ann Geers, PhD of
the University of Texas at Dallas,
appears in the September issue of
the Journal of Speech, Language and
Hearing Research. It details results
of their nationwide study, including
CID student data.
Davidson, an associate professor in
the Department of Otolaryngology and the Program in Audiology
and Communication Sciences at
Washington University School of
Medicine, began her career as a
clinical audiologist at CID in 1978.
With former CID teacher Julia
Biedenstein and former principal
Jean Moog, she co-authored the CID
SPICE: Speech Perception Instructional Curriculum and Evaluation.
Drs. Uchanski and Geers are former
CID research scientists who continue to make significant contributions in their fields.
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Bailey Shyann
Mr. Gary Byars

Mr. & Mrs. Parker B. Condie, Jr. Marcia Faier Tash

Alex Clay
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Anthon
Ms. Judy F. Anthon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Anthon
Mrs. Pamela Baker
Ms. Lucy Baney
Ms. Alexandra Blue
Ms. Brenda M. Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Robin D. Brazell
Mr. & Mrs. Sean D. Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Fraser G. Clay
Mr. & Mrs. Philip G. Clay
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Clay
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Corwin
Mr. & Mrs. David Corwin
Mr. Teddy Corwin
Mr. & Mrs. John
D. Haffenreffer
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Haffner
Ms. Kristin Harvey
Mrs. Caroline G. Holyk
Mr. & Mrs. Powell W. Kalish
Ms. Susan Lejeune
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Martin
Mrs. Hazel Martinez
Ms. Laurie W. Miller
Mrs. Deborah Nutt
Mr. Jon A. Ramthun
Mrs. Jennifer Shanahan
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel H. Simon
Ms. Marla L. Simon
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Surles
Mrs. Bethanne Viviano
Mr. Don M. Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel G. Welch
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Welch
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin
E. Wodicker
Ms. Jane Wycoff &
Mr. Nolan Tallman

Mr. Richard D. Hood

Sarah Thompson
Ms. Gloria C. Sanchez

Ron Travers
Mr. Pavin T. White

Geoff Truskowski
Ms. Beth Hamm Seebeck
Ms. Angie Stanton
Ms. Ann C. Truskowski
Mr. & Mrs. Geoff Truskowski
Mmes. Kimberly
& Lisa Readmond

Susie Whaley
Mrs. Mary L. Seabaugh*
* since deceased

I N M EM ORY OF
Ann & Paul Arenberg
Carl Safe Design Consultants
Mr. Steven M. Arenberg

Frances & Milton
Arenberg
Mr. Steven M. Arenberg

John Coveleskie
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Laycob

AnnRita Edelberg
Mr. Arthur S. Sheppard

Stanley Kwiecinski

Mr. & Mrs. Michael L. Akin
Ms. Ann E. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony L. Chiarugi
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick D. Clementz
Mr. Joseph W. Clementz
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Deigel
Ms. Laura A. Dmytrenko
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence
Julie Deno
G. Drennan
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Taylor
Ms. Renee A. Ewing
Lindsay Doerrer
Ms. Maria Giannoni
Ms. Stephanie Reed
Mrs. Robin J. Hargesheimer
Ms. Barbara Kwiecinski
Robin Feder
Mrs. Bernadette M. Kwiecinski
Dr. & Mrs. James R. Rohrbaugh
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Maplethorpe
Michael Freund
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. McGee
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Nakanishi
Mr. & Mrs. Bill O'Brien
Katie Keil
Ms. Victoria Petrides
Mr. & Mrs. Edward J. Keil
Mr. Marc R. Piotrowski
Ms. Micki Hochstrass
Ms. Eva D. Rothenberg
Kevin Kwiecinski
& Mr. Timothy A. Fritchley
Mrs. Bernadette M. Kwiecinski
Ms. Roswitha Sanchack
Dr. Mark Leekoff
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Stolberg
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Morgenstern
Mrs. Ellen Wisniewski

Receive timely news and upcoming events. Visit
cid.edu and enter your e-mail address at the bottom.
Betty Niswonger
Mr. & Mrs. John Gelencir
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Jensen
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Niswonger

James Louis Nouss
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Laycob

Vickie McCarty Sisk
Mr. Marion W. Sisk, Jr.

David Michael Stillpass
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Cary

Marion Goebel Thoenes
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Buckley

Patricia Neel Thornton
Mr. & Mrs. James B. Neel
Mr. Terrance Kahrhoff

Genevieve Yara
Mr. & Mrs. Erin J. O'Connor

To make a gift
to CID in honor or
memory of a loved
one, mail a check
in the enclosed
envelope or visit
cid.edu/support-us.

“Without the financial assistance CID
provided my family, we never would
have been able to provide our daughter
the much-needed education she received!
I cannot express how much I value and
appreciate everything CID did for us.”
– Rebekah Harkness

KAREN
ZAHNWEH

CID alumna gives back to CID by Debbie Coghlan
1969 CID alumna Karen (Walters)
Zahnweh is a familiar face in the
CID hallways. Three years ago,
she began volunteering as a way
to give back to the school that has
made a lifetime of difference for
her. From cataloging photos and
organizing materials for the CID
Emerson Center for Professional
Development to assisting with the
fall tennis program, Karen pitches
in wherever help is needed.
“We appreciate Karen,” CID
executive director Robin Feder
said. “We couldn’t ask for a more
dedicated and likeable volunteer.”
Like many CID families, Karen’s
moved to St. Louis so she could
attend CID. Her parents, both
with typical hearing, had enrolled
her in the Louisville Oral School

for the Deaf at age 2. Having
heard much about CID’s successes,
the family relocated to St. Louis
from Kentucky after she turned 4.
Karen was a CID student for
nine years (1960–1969). Her mom,
Doris Walters, earned a teaching
degree from the then-CID-operated Washington University deaf
education graduate program, and
taught at CID while her daughter
was still a student.

During a visit, the class of 1969 re-created
a photo from their days at CID. From left
to right: Sheryl Guillory, Dana Edmondson,
Jody Lundin Newman, Henry Liebman,
Cynthia Garwood Dively, Jim Bullock,
Karen Zahnweh and Martha Guenther.

had a true full circle moment when
she realized the window she was
looking out of had the exact same
view as her childhood bedroom!

“I can’t imagine where I’d
be without CID. I thank
my parents for all they
did to enable me to have
an education here.”

Karen said she marvels over how
well today’s young students communicate thanks to a combination
of early intervention and better
access to sound with fitted devices.
The family lived in CID housing
along Clayton Avenue. To Karen’s She said many students speak so
well, she often has a hard time dissurprise, the house in which they
lived the longest once stood on the cerning which are hard of hearing
and which are hearing peers.
spot that is now the eastern-most
She credits CID for her confidence
portion of CID’s 2000 building
to communicate in the wider world
expansion. Fifty years later, as a
CID volunteer sitting in a confer- from a young age. She attended
Central Methodist College (now
ence room sorting pictures, she

Young alumni find success in their neighborhood schools by Debbie Coghlan
For students who have attended
CID for any length of time, starting new at a traditional school can
be both exciting and daunting. On
top of the usual concerns, it would
be unlikely for such a student to
encounter anyone else with hearing
loss in his class, or even his school.

a space to have fun, reminisce and
compare notes with old friends
who understand what it’s like.

Yet, according to CID principal
Lynda Berkowitz: “Relationships
with peers have a stabilizing effect
and are often key to the success
of a child with hearing loss trying
to navigate in a general education
setting.”

2019 CID graduate and club member Nolan Howard said he so far
feels good about his transition to
Lakeview Middle School. He loves
being a member of “House Altruismo” and having the opportunity
to buy his lunch. Some things
the 13-year-old misses most about
CID are being in classes where all
of the other students are just like
him and participating in the after
school tennis and ukulele programs.

Seven years ago, to help meet this
need, school counselor Pat Wasserman began a program to help
CID graduates 5 to 13 years old
stay in touch with their classmates. Since then, the CID Young
Alumni Club has met three times
a year at a local bowling alley. It’s

2017 CID graduate Jocelyn Westerfeld, now a fourth-grader at Castlio Elementary, loves attending
the bowling events and CID family
game nights. Even though she’s
happy at her school, she said “It’s
nice being around people who understand about cochlear implants.”

— Karen Zahnweh

University) and later taught herself
to sign. She is comfortable using
both spoken and sign language.
Karen keeps in touch with many
friends from CID. This summer,
she arranged a 50-year reunion for
her graduating class. During the
reunion, the classmates toured
both the old and the new schools
and met current students. Like
Karen, they were impressed with
many changes in deaf education
and touched by the things that have
remained constant, including
CID’s caring, highly trained staff.
Front row (left to right) – Eddy Davis,
Jason Smith, Mesk Hazim, Jocelyn
Westerfeld and Zoe McKinney;
back row – Malachi Cotton and
Nolan Howard

Nolan’s mother, Mairead Howard,
said she appreciates the opportunity for parents to get together and
share resources. At one event, she
learned about a summer camp for
children who are deaf and hard of
hearing and later enrolled her son.

A fortunate pair: 2018 CID alumni
Eddy Davis and Jason Smith attend the

After leaving the club at age 14,
members can join the CID Alumni Association (CIDAA) and take
advantage of other offerings in
St. Louis, such as the Deaf Teen
Club organized by DEAF, Inc.

same elementary school in O’Fallon,

“The lifelong connections are
priceless,” Berkowitz said.

realize he had hearing challenges.

Illinois. They’re in the same secondgrade class and love having each other’s
support. In fact, Jason recently received
a Do the Right Thing Award for advocating for Eddy in the lunch room
when an unfamiliar staff member didn’t
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Missouri law supports hearing devices
for low-income families

CID JOANNE PARRISH KNIGHT FAMILY CENTER

Missouri Governor Mike Parson
recently signed Senate Bill 101 into
law. This measure allows the Missouri Commission for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing (MCDHH) to
establish a statewide hearing aid
distribution program for lowincome families. Senator Jeannie
Riddle and Representative Ann

CID SCHOOL

Kelley cosponsored the bill, which
created a fund to assist individuals
with hearing loss whose household
income is at or below the federal
poverty level to obtain hearing aids.
The amount of available support
depends on state allocations. For
more information, e-mail mcdhh@
mcdhh.mo.gov.

FDA approves cochlear implant
for single-sided deafness
In September, the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration approved
the first cochlear implant for use
in children as young as 5 years old
with single-sided deafness and/or
asymmetric hearing loss.

CID typically has a small number
of students with single-sided deafness
and more cases of asymmetric hearing loss (any difference between ears).

These children are being identified
earlier; however, they often initially
“Evidence is mounting that these
appear to develop in ways similar
children are challenged differently, to children with typical hearing. As
but they’re all at risk educationally,” infants, they may react to loud noises,
CID lead audiologist Kathy Holt- babble and begin to make speech
man, AuD, said. “Symmetrical
sounds. As they get older, demands
hearing with two ears helps people on their learning and listening
localize sound and hear better in
increase. It can become more obvious
noise.”
they are missing key information.
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