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CID teaches children who are
deaf and hard of hearing to
listen, talk, read and succeed.

Daniel and Lydia O’Rourke play with their son,
Henry, using a toy from the Ameren kit.
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Feder will be executive director emeritus
At the CID board of directors
meeting in October, executive
director Robin Feder announced
her plan for a phased retirement
starting in spring 2021.
“It’s hard to believe that 2021 will
mark my 50th year at CID,” she
wrote in a letter to staff and families. “Across all of those decades,
CID has always been my love.
And, as executive director for the
past 17 years, it’s also been my life.
The positive, life-changing impact
we have on children and professionals… is [part of ] the reason I
get out of bed every day. Yet, I also
feel a pull to spend more time with
the other loves of my life – my husband, children, five grandchildren
and my 93-year-old mother.”

“ Across all of those
decades, CID has always
been my love.”— Robin Feder
ted to finding the person with the
right skills, experience, character
and personality fit to lead CID
into the future. Our priority is to
give the staff the next leader they
need to enable them to continue
to make CID the world class and
caring organization it has been
for decades.”

Feder first visited CID before she
was born, when her mother, Joy
Melman, was a CID teacher. As a
teenager, she became a CID volunteer, then later earned her master’s
degree in the CID/Washington
Feder plans to be actively involved University deaf education program.
in both choosing and training her
After graduating, she worked as a
successor. A board search commit- CID teacher, parent educator, intee selected a firm to screen and
ternational conference coordinator
interview both internal and external and director of development before
candidates. Their goal is to hire a
being named executive director
new executive director in the spring in 2003, after Bob Clark stepped
of 2021.
down from the position.
“Robin is an outstanding leader
who will be very difficult to replace,” CID board president Dave
Schepers said, “but we’re commit-

She said she has confidence in
our strong, multidisciplinary CID
team and looks forward to serving
as a resource for years to come.

Ameren provides crucial
support for families
When face-to-face home visits became
unwise due to the pandemic, CID
parent educators stepped up to provide regular tele-sessions for all families. Thanks to generous program
support from Ameren, they could continue their crucial services. Also thanks
to Ameren, parents gained a new way
to help their babies and toddlers at
home – a curated collection of toys promoting listening and spoken language
learning through play and song.
In deaf education, Learning to Listen
sounds are the early sounds of speech.
Tried and true methods entail pairing
specific toys with these sounds, which
are easy and natural for babies and
toddlers to repeat. Parents use the free
items to incorporate listening and
spoken language strategies during daily
routines and play between sessions.
Daniel and Lydia O’Rourke were
among the first to make use of the
Ameren kit with their son, Henry.
“We keep the toys in different places –
in the kitchen, bathroom and bedroom
where we can grab them,” Lydia said.
“Henry just loves singing the songs.
His expressive vocabulary grew from
three words at age 1 to 59 words and
counting at age 2. We’re grateful for
the support we have received from
Ameren and everyone at CID.”

SUPPORT US IN YOUR SLIPPERS!

Director’s message
ROBIN FEDER, MS, CFRE
Executive Director rfeder@cid.edu

The CID Young Professionals will host the 2021 CID Trivia Night
virtually on January 22. Reservations are limited. Learn more at
cid.edu/support-cid/trivia-night or contact Lesley, lheine@cid.edu.

Thoughts on half a century

CID YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

Today I’m sharing my decision to
move from my position as executive
director of CID and begin a transition to become executive director
emeritus by the spring of 2021.
In this new role, I look forward to
further opportunities to position
CID for future success. My goals
are to facilitate the transition to
an effective new leadership and to
spend more time with my family.

Mr. Nithiyaseelan Anganuthu
Mr. Benjamin P. Arenberg
Ms. Mariquita L. Barbieri
Mr. Mark S. Cochran
Ms. Amelia Cooper
Ms. Elise Desloge
Mrs. Ellen M. Eckert
Ms. Lauren E. Freeman
Mr. Christopher W. Goble
Mr. Nolan B. Johnson
Mrs. Katie A. Kirk
Ms. Laura Kleffner
Ms. Keagan Kristoff
Mrs. Meghan M. Lamping

Some of you may know that my
first visits to CID were before I
was even born. My mother was a
teacher here and, later, a tutor for
a CID student. I started volunteering in the early 70s, picking up
dormitory students from all over
the world at the airport. These
students’ parents saved their money
to buy them one-way tickets to
St. Louis in hope of creating the
It was a difficult decision, but one best lives for them. The bravery
I made with full confidence in our of those parents and children still
amazing, talented staff, the support brings tears to my eyes. The trust
of our dedicated board of directors they placed in us then, and still do
today, remains one of our organiand the patience of my family to
give me the time and grace to make zation’s most valuable assets.
sure the process goes smoothly.
I can’t tell you how incredibly
grateful I am to have had what feels
Over the years, I have seen enorlike ten different careers within the
mous changes in the field of deaf
walls of one relatively small, but
education. I’m still amazed how
often CID has been at the center of world-renowned organization. It
it all, sharing knowledge, techniques would be impossible for me to ever
and innovations developed organi- fully separate myself from CID.
cally in our classrooms and clinical
settings. My CID mentors, Drs.
S. Richard Silverman and Audrey
Simmons-Martin, instilled in me
a stubborn insistence on excellence
and a desire to make positive differences in people’s lives. This is the
engine that will continue to power
CID.

Please know that I’ll continue to
do everything I can to ensure we
serve our families and professionals
and execute our mission to help
children who are deaf or hard of
hearing learn to listen, talk, read
and succeed. Thank you to everyone who has accompanied me
on this journey. – Robin Feder

At the Ultimate
Birthday Bash
in 2014, former
CID board president Bob Clark
surprised Feder
with a scholarship
endowment fund
bearing her name.
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Ms. Madeline H. Lapp
Ms. Johanna Lowell
Ms. Lauren W. Mangano
Mrs. Ellen M. Mohler
Ms. Stephanie Mueller
Mr. Anthony F. Nozewski
Mr. Daniel E. Rice
Ms. Megan Roedner
Ms. Samantha Schlesing
Ms. Annie Soete
Ms. Katherine R. Sosna
Mr. Samir A. Tayob
Ms. Bethany A. White
Mrs. Mallory M. Zoia

In memoriam

James D. Miller,
PhD
James D. Miller, PhD, CID
director of research from 1983 to
2003, died in August in hospice in
Bloomington, Indiana. He was 90.
As a research scientist, Dr. Miller
forged an internationally recognized career studying hearing and
deafness. At CID and later, he
devoted decades of fruitful work
to speech perception science.
During 44 years at CID starting
in 1959, he published numerous peer-reviewed studies and
mentored dozens of graduate and
postdoctoral students, many of
whom went on to pursue their
own impactful careers.
In 2005, he became principal
scientist at Communication
Disorders Technology, Inc. in
Bloomington. He continued to
conduct NIH-funded research
training hearing aid users to more
efficiently recognize speech. He
coordinated a multiple-university

Jim Miller with CID student participants
in a speech perception study (ca. 1999)

study using his speech perception
assessment and training system
incorporating work he did at
CID. Most recently, he published
two major articles on his theoretical modeling of associations
between recognizing the elements
of speech and the overall understanding of meaningful sentences.
He taught as an adjunct professor
at Indiana University and, while
at CID, Washington University.
Dr. Miller was an avid tennis
player through his 80s, earning
state rankings in his age group.
In his role as president, he helped
integrate the (formerly all-white)
AAA Golf and Tennis Club in
Forest Park.

It was a Meissner
family tradition to
roast and carve
the turkey for the
holiday meal with
students at the
annual board meeting. Here, EBM Jr.
is doing the honors
with fellow board
member James
Grove.

In memoriam

Eugene “Gene”
M. Toombs III
We are deeply shaken to report the
sudden passing of beloved CID
board vice president (2012–2020)
Eugene “Gene” Toombs. Mr.
Toombs passed away in September
while traveling. He was 79.

the National Guard and career
stops at Fluid Chemical, American
Can, Boise Cascade and Sonoco
Products. In 1975, he earned an
executive education degree from
Harvard Business School.

Mr. Toombs was chair of the nominating committee and a member
of the executive, investment and
strategic planning committees. In
2014, with fellow board member
Laurie Haffenreffer, he co-chaired
the CID Centennial Campaign,
which raised more than $25 million
in endowment for scholarships,
renovations and professional development.

In 1989, Toombs joined MiTek
Industries and soon became chairman, president and CEO. He retired in 2012 as chairman emeritus,
after earning a lifelong reputation
as a master salesman, leader, mentor and friend to many.

He and his wife, Judy, have been
active supporters of CID in many
ways, including sponsoring the
Toombs Family Foundation Wine
Pull for the CID OUT LOUD!
gala for the past eight years.
Toombs was the retired chairman
emeritus of MiTek Industries, a
company he led through rapid
growth before orchestrating its
sale to Warren Buffet’s Berkshire
Hathaway, Inc. in 2001. His
early career included a stint in

Toombs actively worked on the
causes he believed in. He chaired
the boards of St. Luke’s Hospital,
Junior Achievement and the
St. Louis Science Center and was
a trustee for Webster University
and the Missouri Botanical Garden.
He was also a director for the
Regional Business Council and a
member of the President’s Council
for The Magic House in St. Louis.
At their October meeting, the CID
board paid tribute to their colleague
with heavy hearts. In December,
they welcomed his son, Eugene
Toombs IV, as a new member of
the board. s

In memoriam

Edwin B. “Bud” Meissner, Jr.
CID’s oldest board member, also
life member and past president
(1971–1973), Edwin Benjamin
“Bud” Meissner, Jr., died in October at the age of 101. We remember him fondly.

for the growing science and profession of audiology.

When Meissner was a child, CID
founder Max Goldstein, MD was
his family’s ear, nose and throat doctor. His father, Edwin B. Meissner,
Sr. (EBM Sr.), made his mark at
CID serving as board president for
an unheard-of 20 years and overseeing the planning and construction
of the clinic and research building
on Taylor Avenue. This building
quickly became the research home

a year after CID’s second director,
S. Richard Silverman, PhD, delivered his father’s eulogy. In 1958, he
was proud to attend the cornerstone
ceremony for “Dad’s research building.” In 1962, they held another
ceremony – this time to launch the
residence hall he himself had helped
plan and build.

Early in his career, EBM Jr. worked
for his father’s business, St. Louis Car
Company, manufacturing subway
and railroad cars, military vehicles,
airplanes and the egg-shaped containMr. Meissner was a driving force
on the board for many years, lead- ers that still carry people to the top
of the Gateway Arch. He attended
ing the effort in 1959 to enable
more families from other states and Wharton Business School and rose to
the rank of major in the U.S. Army.
countries to enroll their children.
During World War II, he was a
He helped buy property along the
north side of Clayton Avenue and, paratrooper in the last U.S. airborne
division in Europe.
in 1962, opened a new residential
facility to expand CID’s capacity.
Meissner joined the board in 1957,

Meissner was a member of the
CID Legacy Society. s

We are sad to share the passing of CID family members 6/1/2020–10/30/2020
1957 CID school graduate Charles
Holland, 78, of Sumter, South Carolina, passed away in October. Mr.
Holland was a part-time computer
programmer for several local businesses and was involved in community theater. He was mechanically
inclined and enjoyed boating and
flying small engine aircraft. He
built a 22-foot wooden sailboat and
sailed it often on Lake Marion.
He graduated from Camden Military Academy in 1963 and Elon
College in North Carolina in 1968.
s We are grateful to those families
who requested memorial donations
be made to CID.

s 1956 CID school alumna Mary
Helen Pearl, 78, died in September.
She grew up on a cherry farm in
Prosser, Washington and was a CID
residential student for nine years.
She attended college in Washington
then worked for many years as a
lab technician in St. Louis.
s Esther Lyss-Greenstein, 82,
passed away in August in St. Louis.
She earned a bachelor of science
degree from the CID/Washington
University audiology and communication sciences program in 1960.
She created and led a program at
Temple Shaare Emeth for Jewish
students living in the CID dorms.

Kanan Walton of East St. Louis,
Illinois, died in August at age 2.
He had been enrolled in the CID
family center, receiving home and
virtual visits since 2018.
s1998 CID school alumnus

Andrew Lee Mason, 36, of Tipton,
Indiana, died in July. Mr. Mason had
been previously employed at Pioneer
Hi-Bred International, Inc. As a
child, he attended CID from age 9
through 12. He led the CID Golden
Eagles basketball team to two city
parochial league championships. He
earned student of the year and art
awards and became an Eagle Scout.

He loved farm life and showed hogs
for many years in his county 4-H.
He excelled in multiple high school
sports and later attended National
Technical Institute for the Deaf
(NTID) in Rochester, New York.
s Harriett Houghton Guldahl
of Seattle, a 1955 alumna of CID/
Washington University deaf education program and a former teacher
of the deaf, died in July. She was 92.
s Evelyn Meltzer of Chicago, a
1960 alumna of CID/Washington
University deaf education program
and a former teacher of the deaf,
died in June. She was 81.
3

Kathy Holtman,
AuD, hosts a CID
online course on
pediatric audiology.
The 30-minute video
is designed to share
with parents and

HOT OFF
THE PRESS!

T. Alan Hurwitz releases memoir

others new to working with a child
with hearing loss.

New year, new capabilities, extended reach:
Emerson Center grows during pandemic

1956 CID school graduate T.
Alan Hurwitz, EdD, has published
a memoir, Let’s Go In: My Journey
to a University Presidency. Dr. Hurwitz became president of not one,
but two universities: National
Technical Institute for the Deaf
(NTID) at Rochester Institute of
Technology (RIT) and Gallaudet
University. He had earlier served
as dean of NTID and as vice president and dean of RIT.

leadership and provides insights
into the outreach and decisionmaking required of a university
president. As he reflects on a life
committed to service in higher
education, he offers important
lessons on the issues, challenges
and opportunities faced by
people who are deaf and hard of
hearing. In doing so, he inspires
future generations to aim for
their highest goals.

Hurwitz attended CID from 1946
to 1956 and began his career in
engineering before transitioning
to higher education. He holds
a bachelor’s degree in electrical
engineering from Washington
University in St. Louis, a master’s
degree in electrical engineering
from St. Louis University and a
doctor of education degree (EdD)
in curriculum and teaching from
the University of Rochester.

Hurwitz is a past president of
the National Association of the
Deaf and the World Organization of Jewish Deaf. Throughout
his career, he has been active
with numerous professional and
deafness-related organizations.
Among his awards are an honorary doctorate from California
State University at Fresno and
CEO of the Year from the Council for Advancement and Support
of Education.

CID partners with Spanish-speaking
educators to translate resources

Hurwitz’s wife, Vicki (Bernstein)
is a fellow CID graduate, and
her life is featured prominently
in the book as well. They were
both active in the CID Alumni
Association, and their years at
CID are covered.

CID professionals are working
with Escuchar Sin Límites (Listening Without Limits), an Argentinabased group of educators and
audiologists dedicated to making
listening and spoken language
education available for more

The book is available at
https://gupress.gallaudet.edu.

Jackie Unser gives SLCH Grand Rounds

Hurwitz has been widely published and has lectured throughout
the world on education, disability
rights and deaf culture. In his new
book, he discusses unique challenges he has encountered and the
events, people and experiences
that have shaped his personal and
professional life. He demonstrates
the importance of building a
strong foundation for progressive

Moonlight Sonata is an Emmy nominee
Moonlight Sonata: Deafness in
Three Movements is a film about
a deaf boy growing up, his deaf
grandfather growing old and Ludwig van Beethoven during the
year he wrote his iconic sonata.
The HBO production, directed
by Irene Taylor Brodsky, received
4 sound effects fall/winter 2020

a 2020 Emmy Award nomination
for Exceptional Merit in Documentary Filmmaking. It follows
two generations of her family:
her parents – 1952 CID school
alumni Sally and Paul Taylor –
and her son, Jonas, who was
born deaf.

In March, sales of CID educational curricula slowed as
teachers of the deaf and speechlanguage pathologists everywhere
began to navigate a new normal
of teaching from home. Their
professional development options
also changed overnight, with
most conferences and in-person
trainings canceled or postponed.

culum, Early Listening at Home,
which features shareable digital
resources. During this period,
our customer base grew by 25%.

As part of CID’s ongoing data
solutions project, in 2020 we
developed and launched a new
website, https://professionals.cid.
edu, with up-to-date customer
management capabilities. We
reconfigured our inservice
CID was there to assist in their
transition, with 18 online courses trainings, turned our day-long
on-site workshops into virtual
offering continuing education
workshops and added new topcredits, branded educational resources, video tips and bi-monthly ics in demand. Recently, we
published our 19th online course
blogs to view, read and even
share with parents and caregivers. as an ASHA-approved provider.
From January 1 to September 30, We look forward to a busy and
2020, we sold 96 copies of our
productive year ahead!
most recently published curri-

Congratulations to CID speechlanguage pathologist Jackie Unser,
who presented the St. Louis Children’s Hospital Audiology Grand
Rounds virtually in October.
Her talk was entitled “Beyond
the Scores: Speech and Language
of Children Who Are Deaf/Hard
of Hearing.” Unser’s free online
course is available at https://
professionals.cid.edu.

Spanish-speaking children who
are deaf and hard of hearing.
The experienced team is working
methodically to translate CID
blogs, quick tip videos and other
resources over time.

JACKIE UNSER

CID OUT LOUD!

Join us for a virtual CID OUT LOUD! to celebrate our generous St. Louis community and the children and families we
serve. The event will feature a home-delivered casual meal
for sponsors plus entertainment, auctions and raffles for all.

GET YOUR BUSINESS IN FRONT OF A CROWD!

APRIL 3, 2021

Contact Melany Nitzsche at 314.977.0163 or mnitzsche@
cid.edu to explore an event sponsorship opportunity during
CID OUT LOUD! or Trivia Night.

Robin Hattori joins the CID Legacy Society by Debbie Coghlan
CID board member Robin
Hattori credits a two-week community service requirement at
her St. Louis high school, Rosati
Kain, to helping instill in her a
lifelong commitment to giving
back to the community. Hattori
chose CID to complete her service
requirement because of her familiarity with the school. She was
acquainted with a former CID
student and her mom worked at
nearby Washington University
School of Medicine.

Also recently, Hattori announced
her decision to become a member
of the CID Legacy Society, composed of people who have included CID in their estate plans.
A number of factors influenced
her in making this decision.
During her time on the board,
she became confident in CID’s
fiscal responsibility and trusted
her gift would be used to make a
maximum impact. She was particularly moved by the fact that CID
ROBIN HATTORI
never turns away an eligible child
nization’s mission. She also hopes
or family for financial reasons.
Hattori fondly recalled her two
prospective donors understand that
weeks with CID students as a for- Having long-considered making
they can always alter their gift as
mative time in which she became an estate gift, Hattori arrived
aware of a bigger, more connected at a place in her life at which she needed, for example in the event
of an unanticipated life change.
world than she’d imagined. She
felt secure and ready to do it.
One of Hattori’s favorite CID
was particularly influenced by stu- After speaking at length with an
memories is taking part in a school
dents whose families had moved
attorney, she found the actual
culture day several years ago.
to St. Louis from another contiprocess quite easy.
nent so they could attend CID.
When advising others considering Since her grandparents were Japanese immigrants and she spent
After graduating high school,
making an estaste gift, Hattori
five years in Japan, she was excited
Hattori attended college in
encourages them to start a conWashington, DC, where she kept versation with the planned giving to help CID students learn about
volunteering, focusing on social
department at the organization(s) the country.
services and expanding assistance
to immigrants. Years later, after
she had moved back to St. Louis
and was working for Washington
University, she was recommended
to the FOCUS St. Louis Leadership St. Louis program. While
interviewing for the program,
Hattori met the late Ralph Kalish,
a program mentor who was the
CID board president at the time.
She and Kalish connected over
their mutual love of CID.
Hattori was accepted into the
leadership program and Kalish
soon recommended that she serve
on the CID board. She recently
celebrated her first 10 years of
board service.

under consideration. She advises
people to ask as many questions
as they need to until they feel
comfortable knowing how their
money will be spent on the orga-

On behalf of the children, including future students who will someday benefit from her legacy, we are
thankful for all of the ways Robin
Hattori contributes to CID!

To learn how you can support the children at CID, visit cid.edu
or contact Ann Holmes: 314.977.0159 or aholmes@cid.edu.

Learn how you can
join us at https://cid.edu/
support-cid/gala.

2019–2020
CID FAMILY CENTER
AND SCHOOL

children
156 total
served

106 <age 3
50 age 3+
AVERAGE ANNUAL COST PER STUDENT

$12,000
$70,000

<age 3
age 3–12

103

53

27 St. Louis City
76 Missouri counties (12)
53 Illinois counties (12)
income
28% household
less than $30,000
of 83% reporting

100%

received scholarship
assistance

We are pleased to welcome 98 Founding Members
of the CID 1914 Society.
Thank you for your generous leadership support.

https://cid.edu
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Find Taylor’s tribute video on YouTube at https://bit.ly/2Iiij3M.
For an indepth look at how telecommunication evolved for the
deaf, watch ”Lifeline for Deaf People” at https://deafseniors.us.

Paul Taylor, James
Marsters, Al Sonnenstrahl and I. Lee Brody
were pioneers who
brought telephone
communication to
deaf people across
the country.

Tribute gifts

DEAF, Inc. and MCDHH honor Paul Taylor

10/1 /2019–9/30/2020

IN HON O R O F
John Arenberg
Ms. Susan Arenberg

Kenneth Arenberg
Ms. Susan Arenberg

Edith Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. James Bailey

Mariquita Barbieri
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Kerch

Susan Prince Barron
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas L. Varble

CID Faculty
Dr. Sue Schwartz

Amanda Dunaway

Ms. Natalie Ramirez
Ms. Angela Schrader
Ms. Kathy Simmons
Robin Feder
Mr. Tim Deluvia
Mrs. Suzanne S. Baum
Mr. Tom Dempsey
Michael Freund
Mr. Michael Miller
Ms. Barbara Boxer
Mr. Matt Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Dubinsky
Ms. Suzanne Whitehead
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Pass
Ryan Voszler
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Shifrin
Mr. Randy Bahan
David Gamache
Mmes. Kimberly A.
Ms. Audrey McDonnell
& Lisa A. Readmond
Mason Hancock
Ms. Beth Yocks
Ms. Liann Brimmer
Jean Wolff
Ms. Mary DeSuza
Anonymous
Ms. Susan C. Whaley

CID Rotating Department Jane Hopfinger
Teachers, 1967–1971
Mr. & Mrs. Louis
Mr. Richard D. Hood

Alex Haffner Clay
Ms. Kathleen Alexander
Ms. Judy F. Anthon
Mrs. Pamela Baker
Ms. Laura Bickel
Ms. Alexandra Blue
Mr. & Mrs. Fraser G. Clay
Mr. & Mrs. David Corwin
Ms. Lindsay Eagleton
Ms. Kelly Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. John D. Haffenreffer
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Haffner
Ms. Hilary Macklin
Ms. Laura Marshall
Mr. Mike Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin
E. Wodicker
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Anthon
Ms. Clare Bengston
Ms. Beatrice Coates
Ms. Leigh Harkness
Ms. Megan Mach
Ms. April Pena
Ms. Linda Perry
Mr. Glen Sanders
Mr. Zach Sanders
Ms. Laura Stephens Ziegler
Mr. Don M. Walsh
Ms. Linda Walsh
Mr. Rich Wisniewski

Dick Coates
Ms. Courtney Thomas

Lori Cookingham
& John Pritcher
Mr. & Mrs. Gary H. Feder

Julie Deno
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Taylor

Cody Drury
Mr. & Mrs. Delray J. Drury
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C. Shaw, Jr.

Kevin Kwiecinski
Mrs. Bernadette
M. Kwiecinski

Michael Laycob
Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Gutwein

Sally & Ned
Lemkemeier
Mr. Richard J. Ashby

Soren Mickelsen
Ms. Sarah Berberich
Ms. Cara Gelbart
Mr. Soren Mickelsen
Mr. Daniel J. Sanchez
Ms. Nicole Beherec
Ms. Leah Fiacco
Ms. Amber Haddad

Laurie Miller

I N ME M ORY OF

Ms. Tarcia Robinson
Ms. Mel West

Celia Pursifull
Mr. & Mrs. Terry J. Leebolt

Bill Sheldon
Mr. & Mrs. Christian
W. Selle

Marcia F. Tash
Mr. Richard D. Hood

Kelly DeMond
Touchette
Ms. Kelly S. Brown
Ms. Paula Burch
Mr. Dennis Cooper
Ms. Susie Kolb
Ms. Margo Lewis

In the early 60s, Taylor combined
Western Union teletype machines
with acoustic couplers invented by
Robert Weitbrecht to create some
of the first TTYs. He distributed
Tony Herget

his non-portable devices to the
homes of deaf people in Missouri
and created a telephone wake-up
service that evolved into a relay
system throughout the Midwest.
In the Northeast, Taylor’s fellow
CID alumnus I. Lee Brody (1941)
started a company that made
TTYs from old AT&T teletype
machines. On the West Coast,
James Marsters did similar work.
Scores of volunteers refurbished
and delivered the early devices.

Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kram
Mr. Jerry L. Lapp
Ann & Paul Arenberg
Dr. & Mrs. Steven A. Lauter
Sandra “Sandi” Huff
Mr. Steven M. Arenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Lichstein
Mr. & Mrs. Philip H. Barron Ms. Stephanie S. Kilham
Ms. Joan Loren
Ralph Kalish, Jr.
Frances & Milton
Ms. Amanda Lutz
Mr. & Mrs. David R. Carmichael Mr. & Mrs. Barry Lutz
Arenberg
Hon. & Mrs. Allan J. Goodman Mr. Ira Mehlman
Mr. Steven M. Arenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Steven M. Wilmes Mr. Mitchell Meltzer
Shari Summerlin Bao
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Pazol
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Maniscalco David Kreager
Ms. Katie Plax
Ms. Robin G. Miescher
Lucille & Lon D. Barton Mr. William A. Miksicek
Mr. & Mrs. Barry A. Seeskin
and Florence & William
Mr. Charles Sewell
Stan Kwiecinski
E. Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Loren Shalinsky
Mr. Paul Kwiecinski
The Schmidt & Barton
Mr. Miguel Torres
Family Fund
Gertrude & Carl Laemmli Mr. & Mrs. Gary L. Traub
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Wienke
Mrs. Arline R. Simerman
Terry Baum
Ms. Annelliott Willis
Mrs. Clarice M. Baum
Helen Lane
Ms. Deborah Wool
Douglas Britt
Mr. Richard D. Hood
Ms. Sandra Wool
Mrs. Phyllis A. Britt
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen W. Howard

Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Gulick Ted Clark
Mrs. Carol K. Clark

Etinne Norwood

To celebrate National Deaf Awareness month in September, DEAF,
Inc. and the Missouri Commission
for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
(MCDHH) produced a video
honoring 1952 CID alumnus Paul
Taylor’s role in bringing telephone
communication to the deaf.
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Logan’s story
by Tara Brengle

LOGAN BRENGLE
WITH HIS MOM
AND DAD

When Logan was about 1½, we
learned that our sweet little baby
was deaf. At 18 months old, he was
using 1–2 words total, and he received the tiniest hearing aids I have
ever seen. Logan’s future was a little
cloudy as we tried to picture how
his (and our) lives would change.
After a lot of research, we learned
that we had a choice, and that deaf
kids can learn to talk!
At age 3, Logan had (maybe) 50
words in his vocabulary and he used
1- and 2-word phrases. He attended
a local preschool, but we found out
he wasn’t participating in class, so
we began the search for something
more. Our internet search brought
us to CID’s web page. My husband
and I visited and when we saw the
school and heard the kids singing –
we knew Logan needed to attend.
I will remember his first day at
CID’s summer school as a huge

turning point. Logan sat down
with three other kids in his class.
He looked at the boy to his left and
the little girl to his right. Turning
to me, he said, “Look! Hearing aid!”
At that moment, I knew we did
the right thing. At the end of six
weeks of summer school, Logan
had doubled his vocabulary.
He was using 3- and 4-word sentences! To say we were amazed
is an understatement.
Logan joined CID full time in fall
2008, and continued to make huge
growth. He was excited to graduate in May 2018, and move into
his home school. He loves school
and being with his friends, and
he has a great love of learning.
Logan’s success is thanks to the
dedicated teachers and staff at
CID. We can’t imagine what his
life would be without their help.

Our thanks to Tara Brengle, who first shared her son’s
story as a review on the Great Nonprofits website.
Read more reviews at greatnonprofits.org/
central-institute-for-the-deaf.
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GREG FARBER

Catching up with Greg Farber
1998 CID school graduate
Greg Farber is in the final year of
the clinical psychology doctoral
program at Gallaudet University.
He is completing a pre-doctoral
internship at John L. Gildner Regional Institute for Children and
Adolescents in Rockville, Maryland, where he provides individual,
family, group and milieu therapy,
comprehensive psychological
evaluations and consultative/case
management. He works with students and their families to address
difficulties with emotional/behavioral dysregulation, sustaining
attention, anxiety and depression.
Next summer, he will defend his
dissertation on the influence of executive functioning on individuals
who are deaf and hard of hearing
with ADHD.
The pandemic has challenged
Farber to do much of his work and
data collection virtually, with the
aid of his cochlear implant, zoom
captioning and ASL interpreters.
He also has been able conduct
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“Learning to talk has provided me pitoval tools to
communicate in the mainstream world with ease.
With my abilities to talk
and hear/listen, I feel my
opportunities are endless.”
— Greg Farber

some therapy and psychological
evaluations in person using PPE.
Farber has held leadership positions in the Gallaudet graduate
student association and office for
students with disabilities student
board. He also has worked parttime as a research evaluation
specialist and an adjunct lecturer
in the psychology department.
Farber spent eight years at CID.
“Greg was a smart student and a
real character,” former co-principal Barb Lanfer said. “He had
a great sense of humor and was
well liked by everyone. We are so
proud of his accomplishments.”

CIDAA REUNION
UPDATE
The next CID Alumni Association
Reunion is scheduled for June 24–27,
2021 in St. Louis.
The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted our planning. Currently, we
anticipate registration forms will
be available in January.
Thank you for your patience. We will
publish new information at cidaa.org.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to
us if you have questions.

Mr. & Mrs. Erin J. O'Connor
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE STAFF AT CID. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.
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parents chose in-person or virtual learning.
Many students have
experienced some of
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CID COVID-19 UPDATE
A summer of intensive planning
preceded the “all clear” for students to return to their classrooms
safely in October. Well-considered student and staff separation
strategies combined with temperature-taking, clear mask- and
shield-wearing, social distancing,
handwashing, regular cleaning of
surfaces and disinfection of the
entire building were CID’s normal
can still spread the disease. This
for about a month and a half.
led to increased staff and student
Then, as area coronavirus cases
quarantines until we pivoted
began to skyrocket, we lowered
back to virtual learning for all
the threshold for people allowed
into the building based on scien- students after Thanksgiving.
We hope to return to classroom
tific evidence that some experilearning in mid-January.
ence little or no symptoms but

Stay
updated
at cid.edu.

