s o u n d effects
“Rachel has the best work ethic and attitude of any
student I have worked with over the past 21 years.”
— J. Montgomery, a teacher at Ritenour High School
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Young CID alumna is bound for big things
In 2001, Saint Louis County resident Mary Robertson adopted a
9-month-old from Saratov, Russia.
“Rachel was tiny and delayed in
many ways, but was babbling appropriately,” Mary said. “It was a total
shock when a routine 18-month
check-up turned up a permanent
hearing loss.”
The hospital gave her names of
local schools for the deaf, and she
toured all three. “From the first call,
CID was the most welcoming,” she
said. “Then the minute I stepped in
the door, it felt like coming home.”
Initially, Mary and Rachel
received home visits from a CID
parent educator, who helped them
navigate the process of getting
hearing aids and helping Rachel
begin to learn to listen and speak.
In 2003, she enrolled in the
toddler class and spent the next
12 years as a CID student.
In 2015, the year Rachel graduated, she was named Optimist Student of the Year. In 8th grade, she
participated in the Eureka STEM
Program with Girls, Inc., taking
summer classes at the University
of Missouri–St. Louis, Washington
University and Maryville University. For four years, she volunteered
for St. Louis Animal Pet Adoptions,
caring for rescue cats and dogs.
As a freshman at Ritenour High
School, Rachel received a Teachers’
Choice award for making a positive
difference in the school. She counts
participating on the student council as the best three years of her life.
Even though much of her high
school experience was affected by
the pandemic, with online and
hybrid classes and canceled events,

Rachel made the honor roll every
semester. In May, she graduated
Summa Cum Laude with multiple
scholarships, and will pursue a
degree in mechanical engineering.
After acceptance by several colleges, she chose to attend Southern
Illinois University–Edwardsville.
“Rachel has known she wanted
to be an engineer since she was 10,”
Mary said. “Her ultimate goal is
to work for NASA.”
Robertson is one of three young alumni
recently honored by the CID Alumni
Association. (See page 4.)

“ A once-shy little girl is a leader
in her school․ The foundation from
CID is priceless to us!”— Mary Robertson

Samson leads CID Early Childhood Center
This fall, Meg Samson begins
a new role at CID as the new
coordinator of the Anabeth
and John Weil Early Childhood
Center (ECC). Samson started
working at CID in 2011 after
earning her master’s degree in
deaf education from the Washington University School of
Medicine Program in Audiology
and Communication Sciences

(PACS). She has taught in the
ECC and worked as a parent
educator in the Joanne Parrish
Knight Family Center. Most
recently, she was CID’s associate director of admissions and
evaluation.
Samson is also a co-author
of CID’s Early Listening at
Home curriculum designed for
early intervention providers.

MEG SAMSON,
MS, CED, LSLS Cert. AVEd

OPTION names Osman president

ANDREA OSMAN,
MSDE, MPPA

OPTION, an international
organization of listening and
spoken language (LSL) schools
and programs for children who
are deaf and hard of hearing,
has named Andrea Osman
its executive board president.
Osman is CID’s director of
program evaluation.
“I look forward to working
with the other programs to
fulfill OPTION’s mission to
create connections, resources
and insights to equip leaders
in deaf education,” she said.

In 2006, Osman received a
master’s degree in deaf education
from the Washington University
School of Medicine PACS and
joined CID. She has since earned
a master’s degree in public policy
administration from the University of Missouri–St. Louis.
Osman is also a co-author of
the 2021 Journal of Early Hearing Detection and Intervention
article, “The effects of early
intervention on language growth
after age 3 for children with
permanent hearing loss.”

HEATHER GRANTHAM, PhD
hgrantham@cid.edu

So much to celebrate!
When warmer weather arrives
at CID, it’s time to celebrate! In
this issue, you’ll read about some
of the celebrations we’ve been
enjoying this spring and summer.
From graduating students to distinguished alumni, we never miss
an opportunity to acknowledge
the hard work and well-deserved
achievements of our students.
I want to share two additional
celebration-worthy developments. First, starting this fall,
all CID students who are deaf
and hard of hearing will receive
100% tuition funding. This
is a critical and necessary step
toward making CID accessible
to more children in our community. Thanks to donors, friends
and board members, CID is now
able to cover the cost. Whether

Congratulations, 2022 graduates!
through a school district, state
funding or generous scholarship support, no family will pay
tuition for their student with
hearing loss.
Second, we have begun to
serve alumni in our Martha E.
Jones Pediatric Audiology
Center. Students who leave
CID at any age — whether age
3 or 11 — can continue to work
with their favorite CID audiologist who has known their ears
for years!
Our strategic plan has guided
us to make CID accessible to
more children while serving
them longer. Stay tuned as we
continue to identify and remove
barriers to access, so more families can stand up on graduation
day and celebrate! — HG

CID OUT LOUD! raises over $352,000
In April, more than 200 people attended CID’s first
in-person gala in three years: CID OUT LOUD! Casino &
Cocktails. Special thanks to everyone who volunteered,
participated and donated. Without your generosity,
CID simply could not maintain a truly excellent level of
educational support for deaf children and their families.
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Guests had a fantastic time trying their luck at casino
games and socializing at The Saint Louis Club. Shelby
Reneski and Jeff Kapfer (photo in the middle, top)
were two of the 2022 event chairs. (Co-chairs Karen
and Terry Leebolt and Charles Reneski are not shown.)

Virginia J. Browning Primary School graduates (back):
Nora Needham, Kaden Washington and Kayden Phillips
Anabeth and John Weil Early Childhood Center graduates (front): Oscar Cohen (peer), Jack Arnold, Aliyah
Sanger (peer), Victoria Tomlinson and Gavin Heine (peer)

SCAN THE CODE TO WATCH THE CEREMONY!

ARIAH SIMMONS AND HER MOM

Ariah Simmons (not shown in the
photo above) is the ninth member
of the class of 2022. Ariah came
to CID when she was 3 years old
with little to no speech. Her family is moving to live close to their
extended family in Arkansas.
Ariah’s mother, Sade, wrote:
“Words cannot express how thankful I am for CID and its staff.
Within these last two years I have
seen a tremendous change, not
only in Ariah’s form of communication, but in her confidence in what
she wants to say and her overall
happiness. You guys helped her
find her voice!”

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS

With sadness, we share the recent passing of beloved CID family members.
DECEMBER 2021
Stephen J. Gianino Jr., 88, co-owner
of Lucky Strike Lanes in St. Louis s
FEBRUARY 2022
Mary Catherine (Cathy) Eckenrod,
89, of Liberty, Missouri, the longtime registrar for the CID-based
Washington University Department
of Speech and Hearing*

Andrew Warner St. John

Ned Lemkemeier

Ned O. Lemkemeier of St. Louis
died in June at the age of 85.
He was a well-loved and valued
vice president, past president and
life member of the CID board.
Mr. Lemkemeier was an attorney at Bryan Cave Leighton
Paisner. He was a member of
the executive, finance, nominating and strategic planning board
committees. His other nonprofit
board service included The Muny
and St. Louis Symphony Orchestra. He worked with the late Dr.
William Danforth in assisting
St. Louis Public Schools, including negotiating the conclusion of
school desegregation litigation.
He was a trusted advisor and
counselor to many, known for
his ready laugh, keen judgment,
kindness and integrity. s

1952 CID alumnus Andrew
Warner St. John died in April at
his Florida home. He was 96.
Mr. St. John was a residential
student at CID. Later he became
the only deaf athlete to play
for the University of Arkansas
Razorbacks. He was an AllState and All-Southern defensive guard in high school and
received a scholarship to play
college football.
Arkansas University coach
Jack Mitchell praised St. John
as not only a fine player, but
also a man of character. He went
on to earn a bachelor’s degree
from Memphis State University
then spent 36 years as a physical
education teacher and coach
at Florida School for the Deaf
and Blind.

s Thank you to the families who requested memorial donations be made to CID.

Jean Wolff

Jean Wolff, wife of the late
Norman C. (Tom) Wolff (CID
founder Max Goldstein’s grandson), died in February in Scottsdale, Arizona. She was 92.
Mrs. Wolff was a member
of the CID 1914 Society. Her
husband was a CID board member from 1971 to 2009. They
supported the students in many
ways over five decades. Their
daughter, Laurie Miller, is a life
member of the board.
Mrs. Wolff taught at CID in
the 1950s, then in Clayton
Public Schools. She earned her
masters degree in education
at Washington University and
became a reading specialist.
After retiring in 1976, she wrote
textbooks for parents of homeschooled children and volunteered at City Academy. s

MARCH 2022
Vivian Mathis Carrico, 90, of Chesterfield, Missouri, CID class of 1948
APRIL 2022
Luella Hana Krajewski, 95, of Granite City, Illinois, CID class of 1942 s
William W. Welch III, 79, of South
Florida, CID class of 1955 s
MAY 2022
Anita Louise Cox, 78, of Florissant,
Missouri, CID class of 1954
Suzanne Jacoby, 76, of Hood River,
Oregon, a 1967 graduate of the CID
deaf education program*
Elizabeth Wimer Marsh, 84, of Frederick, Maryland, CID class of 1954

*The CID-based Department of Speech and
Hearing preceded Washington University’s
Program in Audiology and Communication
Sciences (PACS).The School of Medicine
assumed full ownership and operation of
CID graduate programs in 2003.

CID BOARD NEWS

Bob Clark returns from the Middle East
Former CID board president
(1996–2000 and 2002–2004)
and executive director (2002–
2003), Robert G. Clark, recently returned from living in
Dubai, where he served as
U.S. Commissioner General at
World Expo 2020 — the largest event ever held in the Mid-

SHERYL HANAWALT

In April, the CID board of
directors welcomed a new
member — Sheryl Hanawalt.
Hanawalt is a podiatrist who
owns and operates the Woodlake
Podiatry clinic at St. Luke’s Hospital in Chesterfield, Missouri.
She is an advocate for children
with special needs.

dle East. The theme was “Connecting Minds and Creating the
Future” through sustainability,
mobility and opportunity.
At the Expo, Clark was charged
with building and maintaining
the U.S. Pavilion. In that role, he
engaged with innovative leaders
from 192 countries.
“I’ve never been more proud
of America or more grateful to
be a U.S. citizen,” he said.
Clark has served the CID
board for 28 years and is a life
member. In 1984, he founded
the St. Louis-based, international
design-build construction firm
Clayco, Inc. Last year, his company reported 2,800+ employees
and $4.9 billion in revenue.

Jerry Cox retires
In the 1950s and 60s, Dr. Jerome
Cox brought computers to the
study of hearing at CID, then
went on to achieve legendary
status at Washington University
as the pioneering force behind
applied biomedical computing
and computer networking.

In June, former CID research
scientist Jerome R. Cox, Jr., ScD,
retired from active service on the
board of directors after 30 years.
Most recently, he served on the
finance, nominating and program
committees.
Dr. Cox is the founding chairman and a senior professor emeritus of the Washington University
Department of Computer Science.
He is responsible for significant
breakthroughs in the field.
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1964 CID graduating class at principal Dr. Helen Lane’s house:
Robert Bouchillon, Paul Ogden, Linda Durst, Cathy Silverman, Linda
Ellis, Robert Gamewell, Bill Sale, Paul Daniels and Robie Scholefield

Drake, Robertson and Shandilya
receive CIDAA Young Alumni Awards

TYLER DRAKE

CIDAA honors Robert Bouchillon
At its reunion meeting in June,
the CID Alumni Association
presented a Distinguished
Alumni Award to 1964 graduate Robert (Bob) Bouchillon.
After spending just four years
at CID, Bouchillon attended
public junior and senior high
schools, graduating in 1968. He
was elected vice president of his
10th-grade student council and
named Most Admired Boy for
three years in a row. He received
two Student of the Year awards
from the Sertoma Club and later
was named Capital Citizen of
the Year.
In 1969, he entered the University of Mississippi on a golf
scholarship. He graduated in
1973 with a bachelor’s degree
in sports management.

Bouchillon was a great competitor. He received the Mississippi State Individual Bowling
Award in 1967 and thrice won
first place in the Midwest Deaf
Golf Association tournament.
He worked for the City of
Jackson Parks and Recreation
(1973–1976) and the U.S. Post
Office (1976–2012). In 1979,
he was named among the Outstanding Young Men of America.
He served as commissioner
of a local youth baseball league,
and co-conducted a clinic from
1993 to 2003. He is known for
inviting major league baseball
players (St. Louis Cardinals relief
pitcher Jeff Brantley and New
York Mets catcher Barry Lyons
among them) to help coach the
young players.

RACHEL ROBERTSON*

Tyler Drake, AuD, enrolled
at CID in 1996 when he was 18
months old and graduated in
2000 at age 51/2. He was active in
sports in public school, then majored in communication sciences
and disorders at the University
of Missouri. He completed his
graduate work in the Washington
University School of Medicine
Program in Audiology and Communication Sciences (PACS).
Drake received a scholarship
for all four years in the program,
including the Helen Hoerr Kurtz
Endowed Scholarship (2018–
2019). After earning his doctorate in 2021, he completed
his externship year in the CID
Martha E. Jones Pediatric Audiology Center, which serves the
CID school students on-site.
“It was a dream come true to
finish my academic career where
I started so many years ago,” he
wrote. “I consider myself extremely lucky because I would not be
where I am today without the
help of those amazing teachers.”
He is currently an educational
audiologist in Denver, Colorado.
* See the article about
Rachel Robertson on page 1.

AVANI SHANDILYA

Avani Shandilya was the first
deaf person at her high school
to complete the four-year International Baccalaureate program,
considered one of the most
rigorous at that level.
“I had a lot of auditory struggles,” she said. For example: “I
had to take an exam in Spanish
where there was a listening comprehension section. It took a
lot of work and self-advocacy.”
Shandilya majors in computer science at the University of
Central Florida. Last year, as
a freshman, she made the dean’s
list both semesters, conducted
undergraduate research and
earned a scholarship to the summer research program.
Shandilya credits her family
and friends for her success. “My
parents have helped me obtain my
college education,” she said. “I’m
thankful because I have so many
opportunities that I wouldn’t have
without going to college.”
Shandilya graduated from CID
at age 7 in 2010 — the same year
her mom, Geeta, earned a master’s
degree in the PACS deaf education
program. Geeta served as a CID
parent educator for two years and
now teaches at Clarke School.

Every CID alumnus pictured
— and many more — had
Mrs. Tash as a teacher.

Marcia Tash is a generational favorite
CID alumni gathered in the
school lobby to show their love
for their former CID speech
teacher, Marcia Faier Tash, on
whom they had just bestowed
a Lifetime Honorary Award.
1971 CID alumnus Richard
Hood wrote a letter delivered
to Mrs. Tash. It said she “was
4 in many ways exceptional and

instrumental in the encouragement, motivation and influence
of her pupils to prepare their
lives for a better tomorrow.
“She . . . exceeded an extra
mile to improve the language
and speech of all her students
[and] instilled in us the courage and strength to believe in
ourselves.”

THANK YOU
to St. Louis Blues
Street Hockey for
once again spending a week at CID
teaching the children
hockey skills.
Over the years, the
Blues organization
has provided funds,
equipment, games
and numerous street
hockey camps for
our students.

Roesler-Wheat family reunion, back row: Paul, Stephen,* Ralph,*
Sally, Sue and Jill;* front row: Annie, Larry, Jeanne* and Alice (mom)

*CID alumni

Back row: Volunteers Ernie Schluter; Mark Edgehill (class of 1962); Robin
Feder, CID executive director emeritus; Amy Hudson, primary school coordinator; Pat Wasserman, CID school counselor; Jeff Wasserman (class of 1971);
Debbie Coghlan, executive assistant to the director, and Ann Holmes, director
of individual giving. Front row: Students Addison Hanks-Moreland, Sheyla
Albarran, Cruz Geary, Zade Howard, Mason Hancock and Gabi Magana

CID pickleball clinic is a smash hit

Mom’s story of a child’s first day
at her local school is an illustrated book
In the last issue of sound effects, we
shared the stories of four (of nine)
of Alice (Roesler) Wheat’s children
— the ones who grew up deaf and
attended CID in the 1970s.
Wheat’s children’s successes
turned her into an outspoken advocate for teaching deaf children
to talk. She gave magazine interviews and wrote newspaper op-eds
sharing her experiences.
Wheat is a remarkable woman
in many ways. After her children
were grown, and 27 years since she
attended high school, she earned
an undergraduate degree in Eng-

lish and a master’s degree in
counseling. She won a scholarship
to study in Germany and became a
counselor. “It was important to
me the way my kids saw me,” she
told a reporter.
In her later years, she has written
children’s stories, one of which
was recently re-cast as an illustrated
book by another daughter, Annie,
and her husband, Tony Wessler.
Jill’s First Day of School is a
delightful account of a teenager’s
early mainstream adventure. For
more information, contact Annie
at annleslie1954@gmail.com.

The generosity and initiative of
1971 CID alumnus Jeff Wasserman, his friend Ernie Schluter
and a cadre of enthusiastic volunteers made the spring semester
challenging and fun for students
in the CID Virginia J. Browning
Primary School.
Every Tuesday for eight weeks,
they looked forward to participating in an afternoon pickleball
clinic. Wasserman and Schluter
both play pickleball competitively
and are affiliated with Selkirk
Sports. Last year, Wasserman
competed in the First National
Deaf Pickleball Tournament in
Encinitas, California and won the
gold medal in the men’s doubles
4.0 pool. He is setting up a deaf
pickleball league in St. Louis.
Schluter, who also coaches in
pickleball leagues, applied for and

CID alumna inspires daughter’s high school project
When Farmington High School
student Maggie Killian needed to
to make a video for a class project, she found inspiration in her
mom, Mary, who is profoundly
deaf. In 1988, when Mary graduated from CID after four years
learning to listen and talk, she
was Mary Miller.
Farmington is in southern
Missouri, about 75 miles from
St. Louis. As part of her class,
Maggie had been creating video
segments for her student news
program, BKTV, covering local
sports, people and businesses.

“My mom inspired me to
make the story about CID,”
she said. “A lot of people in the
Farmington area don’t know
what CID is and how they help
so many people. It means a
lot to me to share information
about CID and even try to get
rid of the stigma people might
have around the deaf and hard of
hearing community.”
In March, Maggie visited with
her mom to interview executive
director Heather Grantham and
program director Amy Knackstedt for her video.

MAGGIE AND MARY KILLIAN

received a grant through Selkirk
for the provision of a net, 12
pickleballs, court markers and an
official rule book for CID’s clinic, which took place after school
from late March to mid May.
The instructors balanced fun,
interactive and motivating skill
development with general rules
of the game, including a challenging scorekeeping process.
“When Jeff came to us with
the idea, Ann Holmes and I
immediately saw the absolute
benefits of having an alumnus
guide the students in an activity
like this,” CID primary school
coordinator Amy Hudson said.
“It was a great experience.”
Another CID alumnus and
friend, artist Mark Edgehill, visited CID in May to photograph
the coaches and children playing pickleball.
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Thanks to the cooperation and cuteness of Zeke and Parker as well
as their parents’ generous permission, the month of May brought
increased visibility for CID. Thousands of St. Louisans saw this billboard
on Highway 64/40 at Newstead, just east of CID.

When 2014 CID alumnus Garrett
Dempsey graduated from high school
in May, he was the class salutatorian.
Scan the first QR code to watch the video we made with Garrett and his mom,
Lisa, when he graduated from CID. Scan
the second code to watch Lisa’s video
of his high school graduation speech.

Photo by
Chris Malacarne

We couldn’t be more proud of Garrett.

CID TRIBUTE GIFTS DECEMBER 1, 2022 — JUNE 30, 2022
IN HONOR OF
Jack Arnold
Mr. John Walden

Edith Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. James Bailey
Chanda Cornick
Mr. David A. Cape
CID 1967—1971 Rotating
Department Teachers
Mr. Richard D. Hood

Mr. & Mrs. William Schuchat
W. Bruce Springer IRA Trust
Steve & Kerri Williamson
Charitable Fund
Kolin Gamblin
Ms. Selena Brewer
Bo Gardner
Anonymous

Ann E. Geers
Dr. Johanna G. Nicholas
CID 1971 Graduating Class
& Mr. Mark S. Nicholas
Mr. Richard D. Hood
Steven Hays’ Retirement
CID Teachers
from Rubin Brown
Mr. & Mrs. William J. Thomas Mr. & Mrs. Douglas L. Varble
Robin Feder
Jacques & Nancy Herzog
Mr. & Mrs. David M. Aronson Dr. & Mrs. James
Mrs. Suzanne S. Baum
A. Fernandez
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Donato, Jr.
Patrick
Holleran
Mr. Richard D. Hood
CNB STL Bank
Gjerdingen Family Trust
Edwin B Meissner Jr. Trust Allie Lane
Mr. & Mrs. Leo G. Ringwald Ms. Susan C. Whaley

Terri & Karen Leebolt
Mr. & Mrs. Larry L. Block
Sally & Ned Lemkemeier
Mr. Richard J. Ashby
Laurie Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Carmody
Bridget Nesbitt
Mr. Harry Nesbitt
Keegan Rankin
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Rankin
Denny Reagan
Mr. & Mrs. Dirk G. Elsperman
William Sheldon
John Bates Childress
Marcia F. Tash
Mr. Richard D. Hood
Gene Toombs, IV
Mr. & Mrs. Dirk G. Elsperman
Jocelyn Westerfeld
Dr. & Mrs. Carlos A. Maitz

Diane Woepke joins the CID Legacy Society
Diane Woepke credits her parents
for her life-long love of giving back
to the community. Despite physical
limitations after battling polio, her
mother believed “If you can do something for someone, do it” and was
always finding ways to help others.
Now retired, Woepke worked for
Washington University for 32 years,
split between the main campus and
the School of Medicine. She is a
long-time supporter of CID events
— helping, attending and donating.
In 2010, she began volunteering
as a CID Book Buddy, reading to
the children. The activity became
a favorite part of her week.
Woepke’s “share and keep sharing”
philosophy extends to other area
organizations. She has volunteered
at the Endangered Wolf Center, the
Humane Society of Missouri, Forest
Park Forever, COCA and several
area theaters. Of all of her experiences, she said connecting with
6 the CID students while reading

DIANE
WOEPKE

to them — and later seeing them
flourish — have been among the
most impactful. In 2021, she
announced her decision to include
CID in her estate plans and
become a member of the CID
Legacy Society.
Woepke said she would like
to remind anyone considering
a planned gift that this stage of
financial planning is important.
“People work hard for their future. Planned gifts enable them to
make a difference long after they’re
gone with as much or as little as
they have. All gifts are important.”
In the coming years, she plans
to continue her volunteer work
at CID and elsewhere.

IN MEMORY OF
Ann & Paul Arenberg
Mr. Steven M. Arenberg
Ms. Susan Arenberg
Carl Safe Design
Consultants
Mr. Arthur S. Sheppard
Terry Baum
Mrs. Clarice M. Baum
Betty Bresnan
Ms. Jan Bresnan
Mrs. Vivian Mathis Carrico
Mrs. Cathleen S.
Fitzgibbon-Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Chris A. Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. James
J. Mangano, II
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey
R. Wasserman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert
J. Zahnweh
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Loftus
Bonnie Jean Culver
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
W. Howard

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph
G. Meiners
Mr. Chris Neupert
Mr. & Mrs. John O’Hara
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Patershuk
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Shipman
Ms. Laurie Thiemann
Ms. Rosalie Vaccaro-Graff
Mr. & Mrs. George Wallace
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Werner
Sandra Huff
Ms. Stephanie S. Kilham
Elizabeth Jorcke
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bender
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel J. Corley
Mr. Ned Danaser
Ms. Kimberly Frodyma
Girl Scouts
— Dakota Horizons
Mr. & Mrs. Ray W. Haeffner
Mr. Brian Jorcke
Mr. & Mrs. Norbert
Laboube
Mr. Tomas Naeger
Ms. Sarah Steele

Katie Dardas
Roberta Schield Kalish
Dr. & Mrs. Richard M. Gross Hon. & Mrs. Allan
J. Goodman
Mary C. Eckenrod
Mr. & Mrs. Royce Alexander Ralph Kalish, Jr.
Harold Finkelstein
Mr. & Mrs. Richard
O. Berkowitz

Robert Firestone
Mr. James M. Chleboun
Wilbur Gearhart
Mr. James M. Chleboun
Mrs. Jane L. Gearhart
Stephen Gianino
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bax
Ms. Josetta Bollasina
Ms. Ann Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Davis
Mr. & Mrs. John Davis
Ms. Lorraine Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael O. Diehl
DiFranco Family
Revocable Trust
Mr. Thomas R. Erickson
Favazza’s Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph D. Garea
Mr. & Mrs. Russell
L. George, Jr.
Mrs. Theresa Gianino
Ms. Mary Hensley
Ms. Kelly Kroeck
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Malecek

Mr. & Mrs. David
R. Carmichael
Mr. & Mrs. Steven
M. Wilmes

Stanley Kwiecinski
Mr. Paul Kwiecinski
Gertrude & Carl Laemmli
Mrs. Arline R. Simerman
Helen Lane
Mr. Richard D. Hood
Maxine Lawton
Mr. Steven M. Arenberg
Ned Lemkemeier
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore
M. Armstrong
Mrs. Marion B. Black
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin
J. Cornwell Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen
F. Desloge
Mr. & Mrs. Albert
L. Finkelstein
Dr. Heather J.
& Mr. Don Grantham
Mr. & Mrs. Scott R. Harris
Ms. Colleen Hennessy

Mr. & Mrs. Chris A. Holmes
Husch Blackwell LLP
Laughing Stock Syndicate
Ms. Laurie W. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Newmark
Ms. Andrea L. Osman
Mrs. Julie L. Plax
Mr. & Mrs. John D.
Schaperkotter
Mr. Lee Streett
Mrs. Judith A. Toombs
Edwin Meissner Jr.
Edwin B Meissner Jr. Trust
Edwin Meissner Sr.
Edwin B Meissner Jr. Trust
Ikuko Nutkowitz
Mr. Paul Nutkowitz
Ray Romo
Ms. Margaret Goris
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Tucker
Ms. Rosemary Verkruyse
Christopher Rowland
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Novak
Margaret C.
(Peggy) Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley
P. Hilkemeyer
Mr. John F. Schmidt
Twyila Schneider
Ms. Julia Schneider
S. Richard Silverman
Mr. Richard D. Hood
Loretta Snyder
Mr. & Mrs. Chris A. Holmes
Jeffrey Stafford
Mr. Richard D. Hood
David Stillpass
Mr. & Mrs. Michael D. Cary
Paul Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Sabom
J.C. & Doris Walters
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Zahnweh
Molly West
Dr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Azarnoff
Jean Wolff
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Kniep
Mrs. Myrna Blair
Mary B Elbert Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Gary H. Feder
Mr. & Mrs. Chris A. Holmes

Research shows improved reading outcomes Argentinian team translates CID resources
Recent research has identified
two types of speech perception
skills associated with better
reading outcomes. CID has
been part of a collaborative
team whose paper on the importance of speech perception
for children with hearing loss
who use cochlear implants was
recently accepted for publication by the Journal of Speech,
Language and Hearing Research.
The authors, CID executive
director Dr. Heather Grantham,
Drs. Lisa Davidson and Rosalie
Uchanski of Washington University School of Medicine and
Dr. Ann Geers of the University
of Texas–Dallas, were interested
in whether a child’s ability to
perceive the melody and timing
of speech — or suprasegmental
information — affects later reading skills. Indeed, they found
that children with cochlear im-

plants skilled at detecting suprasegmental features of speech are
more likely to be better readers than those who struggle to
perceive the melody, timing and
stress of spoken language.
These results have implications for both caregivers and
educators. They confirm that
parents should continue to use
infant-directed speech, or “baby
talk,” with their children who
have hearing loss because it
contains rich suprasegmental information. Additionally, teachers can practice skills related
to melody, pitch and timing to
boost a child’s speech perception
ability, which seems to support
reading skills.
CID students participated
in the research study, along with
children from 15 other clinics and schools. Lisa Davidson
was the primary investigator,
supported by a grant from the
National Institute on Deafness
and Other Communication
Disorders.
PU B L ICAT IO NS

Language and reading are the foundation for a child’s academic success.
At CID, we begin as early as possible
to foster emerging literacy skills.
We encourage parents to read to
their babies from birth. Pre-literacy
activities are introduced before age
2 in the CID Family Center. Daily
reading instruction starts at age 3.
CID Early Childhood Center teachers
systematically build skills in phonemic awareness, alphabet knowledge,
print awareness, comprehension
and story sequencing along with an
enthusiasm and love for reading.

Mariana Helbig and Juliana
Gebhardt are the two Argentinian teachers of the deaf behind
escucharsinlimites.com (Listen
Without Limits), a website
dedicated to expanding listening
and spoken language possibilities for children who are deaf
and hard of hearing in Spanishspeaking countries.
CID started working with the
team in 2020. So far, they have
translated 12 professional development blog posts and five quick
tip videos, making them available at both escucharsinlimites.
com and professionals.cid.edu.
Last year, they edited the Spanish e-book, Small Talk: Bringing
Listening and Spoken Language
to Your Young Child with Hearing
Loss, by former CID teachers
Ellie White and Jenna Voss.
The revised translation will be
promoted to Spanish-speaking
early intervention providers,
parents and caregivers throughout the world.
Abby Zoia, coordinator of
the CID Emerson Center for

Professional Development, welcomed the opportunity to work
with experienced teachers of the
deaf to provide quality information for Hispanic and Latino
professionals and families.
“We have long recognized
the great demand for practical resources for those helping
Spanish-speaking children who
are deaf and hard of hearing
learn to talk,” Zoia said.
Spanish translations present
unique challenges due to differences in how the language is
written and spoken across multiple countries. Also, these kinds
of translations require specific
expertise that can be provided
only by reliable experts.
“With Mariana and Juliana,
we have the best of both worlds,
plus a great deal of passion for
their mission to bring people
useful content they can understand,” Zoia said. “We look
forward to continuing our
relationship and making many
more CID resources accessible
over time.”

Grantham, H., Davidson, L.S.,
Geers, A.E. & Uchanski, R.M.
(in press). Effects of segmental and
suprasegmental speech perception
on reading in pediatric cochlear
implant recipients. Journal of Speech,
Language and Hearing Research.
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to Support the Success of Children
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Knackstedt, A., Osman, A. &
Grantham, H. “Measuring Parental
Self-Efficacy Development During
Early Intervention,” Early Hearing
Detection and Intervention (EHDI)
virtual conference, March 2022.

CID recently received a significant audiology upgrade. The John Allan
Love Charitable Foundation donated funds for Flex VRA (video response
audiometry). The new equipment gives our audiologists enhanced control
over the presentation of short videos and scenes to keep a young child’s
attention longer during testing. The additional data points gathered lead
to more effective hearing device programming for babies and toddlers.
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THANK YOU

to the St. Louis Cardinals
for providing our families
tickets to CID Night
at the Ballpark in June.
Everyone had a great time
— and we won!
Extended school year
classes through June plus
week-long enrichment
sessions for alumni and
friends made for colorful
and entertaining summer
fun at CID.
Pirates, superheroes,
magicians, gamers, actors,
comedians and circus
performers captivated
students, parents and staff.

